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Mil ton T. Astroff
1925-2000

Mil ton T. Astroff, Pub lisher of ACGNJ News and mem -
ber of ACGNJ’s Con cordia Group, died sud denly at his
home in Monroe Town ship NJ, on Sat ur day, May 27 at
the age of  75.

In ad di tion to his vol un teer ef forts toward pub li ca tion of
the ACGNJ News, Mr. Astroff  held chief ex ec u tive and
mar ket ing po si tions in sev eral prom i nent com mu ni ca -
tions com pa nies, in clud ing Gellert Pub li ca tions, United
Tech ni cal Pub li ca tions and Cap Cities/ABC,  and was in -
volved with spe cialty trade news pa per pub lish ing and
mar ket ing con sult ing. He was the au thor, with Dr. James
R. Ab bey of the Uni ver sity of Ne vada-Las Ve gas, of the
text book en ti tled “Con ven tion Sales & Ser vices”, now in
its fifth edi tion.

Mr. Astroff was known through out the hos pi tal ity in dus -
try as the founder and first pub lisher of such pub li ca tions
as Meet ings & Con ven tions, Travel Mas ter, Training,
among oth ers. He spoke at sem i nars and conven tions for
the hos pi tal ity in dus try, man age ment de vel op ment, sales
train ing and meet ing plan ning.

He at tended Brook lyn Col lege, CCNY and John Hopkins
Uni ver sity and served in the Sig nal Corps in the Pa cific
dur ing World War II.

He is sur vived by his wife of 55 years, Millicent, chil dren
Ju dith of New York City, Roberta of State Col lege PA.,
and Mat thew of Bryn Mawr PA, daugh ter-in-law Su san,
grand son Jeffrey and brother George of Oldbridge NJ.

There’s some thing new in the News. It
does n’t show on your hard copy, but

those who hate typ ing in long URLs will 
be happy to know that start ing with

this isue, the on line version of ACGNJ
News will contain live links. Point,

click, have fun!

Also in this is sue: the Main Meet ing
topics schedule for 2000-2001 (page 18).

Remember to mark May 5 & 6 on your
 calendar for TCF 2001.

Back is sues of ACGNJ News are avail able in PDF for mat at http://lightning.prohosting.com/~acgnj/nl.htm

http://www.acgnj.org
http://lightning.prohosting.com/~acgnj/nl.htm
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For Your Inquiries
Of fi cers Board of Di rec tors
Pres i dent Frank War ren (908) 756-1681 Di rec tor Emer i tus Sol Libes (609) 520-9024
Vice Pres i dent Jo-Anne Head (908) 769-7385 Through 2000 Pe ter Fillingham (973) 731-9269
Trea surer John Sheetz (908) 771-0196 Bob Berto (732) 247-4321
Re cord ing Sec re tary Char lie Huffsmith (732) 549-1734 Ted Mar tin (732) 636-1942
Cor re sponding Sec’y Evan Wil liams (609) 397-3959 Kevin Shelly (732) 828-9277
Past Pres i dent Bill Farrell (732) 572-3481 Malthi Masurekar (732) 560-1534
Spe cial In ter est Groups  Through 2001 Shel don Koepf (973) 740-2489
APCUG Rep. Frank War ren (908) 756-1681 Ar nold Milstein (908) 753-8036
C Lan guages Bruce Ar nold (908) 735-7898 John Raff (973) 533-0664
Con cordia Jerry Entin (609) 395-8178 Mar tin Rosenblum (973) 376-8965
Ge ne al ogy Frank War ren (908) 756-1681 Scott Vin cent (973) 361-5793
In vesting Shel don Koepf (973) 740-2489 Stand ing Com mit tees
Internet Marty Rosenblum (973) 376-8965 Bul le tin Board Sysop Bob Berto (732) 247-4321
Lay man’s Fo rum Mat thew Skoda (908) 359-8842 Fa cil ities Ar nold Milstein (908) 753-8036
Lo tus Notes Mike Barlow (732) 873-1107 Fi nan cial Jo-Anne Head (908) 769-7385
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Ran dom Ac cess Scott Vin cent (973) 361-5793 Spe cial In ter est Groups Kevin Shelly (732) 828-9277
Sym po sium John Raff (973) 533-0664 Tren ton ComputerFest Scott Vin cent (973) 361-5793
Vi sual Ba sic for Apps James Ditaranto (201) 986-1104 Webmasters Jim Wong

John Raff (973) 533-0664

ACGNJ News is pub lished by the Am a -
teur Com puter Group of New Jer sey, In -
cor po rated (ACGNJ), PO Box 135, Scotch 
Plains NJ 07076. ACGNJ, a non-profit ed -
u ca tional cor po ra tion, is an in de pend ent
com puter user group. Opin ions ex pressed
herein are solely those of the in di vid ual au -
thor or ed i tor. This pub li ca tion is Copy -
right © 2000 by the Am a teur Com puter
Group of New Jer sey, Inc., all rights re -
served. Per mis sion to re print with ap -
pro pri ate credit is hereby given to
non-profit or ga ni za tions.

Sub mis sions: Ar ti cles, re views, car toons,
il lus tra tions. Most word pro ces sors or
ASCII text are ac cept able. Fax or mail
hard copy and/or disk to Ed i tor; OR e-mail
to Ed i tor. Al ways con firm by voice. Date
your re view and in clude name of word
pro ces sor used, your name, ad dress and
phone and name, ad dress and phone of the
prod uct man u fac turer, if avail able.

Tips for re view ers: Why does any one
need it? Why did you like it or hate it? Ease
(or dif fi culty) of in stal la tion, learn ing and
use. Would you pay for it? If you in clude
graph ics, they should be sep a rate files.

Ad ver tis ing:  Non-commercial an nounce -
ments from mem bers are wel come. Com -
mer cial ads are 15 cents per word, $5
min i mum. Cam era ready dis play ads: Full
page (7 x 10 inches) $150, two-thirds page
(4½ x 10) $115, half-page $85, one-third
$57, quar ter $50, eighth $30. Dis count
10% on 3 or more con sec u tive in ser tions.
En close pay ment.
Pub li ca tion Ex change: Other com puter
user groups are in vited to send a their
news let ters to Ed i tor at the ACGNJ ad -
dress above. We will re spond in kind.
Ad dress Changes should be di rected to
Char lie Huffsmith (chaz026@aol.com)
and/or to his at ten tion at the ACGNJ ad -
dress above. 
Mem ber ship, in clud ing sub scrip tion: 1
year $25, 2 years $40, 3 years $55. Stu dent
or Se nior Cit i zen (over 65): 1 year $20, 3
years $45. Fam ily of mem ber, with out
sub scrip tion, $10 per year. Send name, ad -
dress and pay ment to ACGNJ, PO Box
135, Scotch Plains NJ 07076.
Ty po graphic Note: The ACGNJ News is
pro duced us ing Corel Ventura 8. Font fam -
i lies used are Times New Ro man (TT) for
body text, Ariel (TT) for head lines.

ACGNJ News
Ed i tor

Barbara DeGroot
145 Gun Club Road
Palmerton PA 18071
Tel: (610) 377-8632
Fax: (610) 377-9362
bdegroot@ptdprolog.net

E-Mail Ad dresses

Here are the e-mail ad dresses of ACGNJ Of fi -
cers, Di rec tors and SIG Leaders (and the News -
let ter Ed i tor). A sim i lar list, in clud ing many
mem bers not listed here, can be found on the
ACGNJ Web Page (www.acgnj.org). 

Bruce Ar nold barnold@blast.net

Bob Berto bb@somerset-nj.com

Mike Barlow mwb@infi.net

Barbara DeGroot bdegroot@ptdprolog.net
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Jerry Entin jerryentin@worldnet.att.net

Bill Farrell wfarr18124@aol.com

Pe ter Fillingham pete@panix.com

Jo-Anne Head tinarock@aol.com

Char lie Huffsmith chaz026@aol.com

Shel don Koepf sheldonk@intac.com

Sol Libes sol@libes.com

Ted Mar tin TedJoy564@aol.com

Malthi Masurekar  masureka@umdnj.edu

Andreas Meyer ahm@spies.com

Ar nold Milstein ar nold_milstein@big foot.com

John Raff jraff@home.com

Ste ven Ro dri guez cybertech72@big foot.com

Marty Rosenblum m.rosenblum@ieee.org

John Sheetz jsheetz@home.com

Kevin Shelly kjshelly@injersey.com

Matt Skoda som359@aol.com

Keith Sproul ksproul@noc.rutgers.edu

Scott Vin cent svincent@ix.netcom.com

Frank War ren kb4cyc@webwarren.com

Evan Wil liams nhpressgo@blast.net

Jim Wong jim@in ter ac tive.net

Pub lisher

Bill Farrell
(732) 572-3481

wfarr18124@aol.com

Jo-Anne Head
(908) 769-7385

tinarock@aol.com

As so ci ate Ed i tors

http://www.acgnj.org
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The Internet Corner
Martin Rosenblum

Web News
Item: Assoc. of Yale Alum ni, June 1: The old alma ma ter of -
fers an up graded “eProNet,” a con fi den tial ca reer ser vice
avail able on the Net at var i ous uni ver si ties to give grads an
ex tra edge in their search for pro fes sional ad vance ment.
Item: The Star-Ledger, June 10, “Con gress to act soon on
Internet Sig na ture bill.”
Item: The Star-Ledger, June 16, Busi ness: “Verizon deal
pro pels Lu cent.” “BusinessWeek’s on line edi tion...”  Here
we have a print daily quot ing from the on line edi tion of a slick 
weekly to give us the lat est news about a com pany that used
to be called Bell At lan tic. Or was it NJ Bell? AT&T?
Item: The Star-Ledger, June 16, New Jer sey: “As sem bly
clears plan to put sex of fend ers on Net..”
Item: The New York Times, Sunday, June 18 Front page:
“Long F.A.A. de lay be fore a warn ing about jet ca bles.” In
this piece about whis tle blow ing: “On May 18, a day af ter a
New York Times re porter called......the FAA posted a no tice
about Strandflex on its Internet site.” (See www.faa.gov.)
Item: Reuters, June 30: “Clinton signs dig i tal sig na ture bill
“Phil a del phia – Pres i dent Clinton on Fri day signed into law a
bill that makes elec tronic sig na tures as valid as their ink
coun ter parts. On the grounds where the Dec la ra tion of In de -
pend ence was signed with a quill pen, Clinton used a more
mod ern way of sign ing the ‘Dig i tal Sig na ture’ bill — a smart
card en coded with num bers. 
“The bill, of fi cially known as the Elec tronic Sig na tures in
Global and Na tional Com merce Act, gives elec tronic sig na -
tures and doc u ments the same force in law as those done with
ink on pa per. The act elim i nates le gal bar ri ers to us ing elec -
tronic tech nol ogy to form and sign con tracts, col lect and store 
doc u ments and send and re ceive no tices and dis clo sures. 
“‘Un der this land mark leg is la tion on-line con tracts will now
have the same le gal force as equiv a lent pa per con tracts,’
Clinton said. In an ef fort to boost and broaden e-commerce,
the law will al low con sum ers and busi nesses to sign checks,
com plete ap pli ca tions for loans or ser vices with out need for a
pa per sig na ture.” Now the ques tion is how much fraud will be 
in tro duced into com merce by the new tech nol ogy.

Mis cel lany
Back in July, Maria and I went to the city to see an ex hibit at
the Mor gan Li brary. First we had a bit of a snack in the gar den 
and then went to see the ex hibit: “Trea sures from the Royal
Tombs of Ur.” (On the way I no ticed a row of work sta tions
for stu dents.) Ur was the birth place of Abra ham, the pro gen i -
tor of the Jews and Mus lims, and lies in south ern Iraq. See a
bit at www.morganlibrary.org/exhibtions/cur rent/html. They show
just a half dozen of the ar ti facts on the Web site, a small tease
for the main show which is stun ning.
Af ter we ex hausted our selves in the third mil len nium B.C.,
we strolled over to the main li brary and were de lighted to dis -
cover an ex hibit of the orig i nal manu script and draw ings

from “The Lit tle Prince” in the cor ri dor lead ing to the li brary.
There is a gal lery off the cor ri dor where we found an amaz ing 
ex hibit of twelfth cen tury Il lu mi nated Choir Books. These sa -
cred books were enor mous, since they had to be seen and read 
by the whole choir at the same time, and the il lu mi na tion was
bril liant, el e gant, and in pris tine con di tion af ter 900 years.
Sam ples of both these ex hib its can be found on the Web site.
We then am bled slowly south on Mad i son Ave. What should
pop up at num ber 95, but Ziff-Davis, it self. Fur ther south, a
more in ter est ing build ing at num ber 51, the third home of
New York Life In sur ance Com pany, since 1928 (see
www.newyorklife.com.) Be fore they built, the site first housed
the New York, New Ha ven and Hart ford de pot, which later
moved up town to be come Grand Cen tral Sta tion (see
www.grandcentralterminal.com,) then P. T. Barnum’s hip po -
drome, then from 1890 to 1925, it was the orig i nal Mad i son
Square Gar den, (see www.madisonsquaregarden.com) de signed
by the noted ar chi tect, San ford White. I’m writ ing this on my
palm, sit ting on a bench in Mad i son Sq. Park, look ing south -
east at the cor ner of 25th Street, where there are two beau ti ful
build ings, the old sur ro gate court house and the Credit
Suisse, First Boston, (see www.csfb.com,) orig i nally one of two
Met Life (see http://metlife.com) build ings fac ing each other
across 24th St.
You may re call that I once worked at Brookhaven Na tional
Labs (www.bnl.gov.) So, it’s no sur prise that we were in ter ested 
in the Mi chael Frayn play, “Co pen ha gen,” a spec u la tive
piece about a strange meet ing be tween Niels Bohr and
Werner Heisenberg in Co pen ha gen early in WWII. The Na -
zis were oc cu py ing Den mark and Bohr had been
Heisenberg’s teacher and then col league. Bohr was part Jew -
ish and Heisenberg was a high mucky-muck in the Ger man
sci en tific war ef fort. The un cer tainty prin ci ple plays a sym -
bolic role in the play and the writ ing and per for mances were
bril liant and kept us glued to our seats. See the play’s Web
site: www.copenhagenbroadway.com. You can read a blurb at
www.theatermania.com/NY/shows/copenh and there’s a link to the
 reviews. In my rash youth I at tended an in ter na tional con -
gress of math e ma ti cians at Har vard around 1950. I was
in vited by a friend to bring along my tape re corder (they were
still nov el ties then) and help to re cord the pro ceed ings. One
of the speak ers I re corded was Werner Heisenberg!
We spent a good part of Au gust at the Mostly Mo zart fes ti val
www.lincolncenter.org/mostlymozart. One day, we got in early and
checked out the Wal ter Reade cin ema pro gram. They were
hav ing a Phil ip pine film fes ti val, and one of our best friends is 
from the Phil ip pines, so, of course, we had to take in at least
one film. It was Sanda Wong, a Chi nese cow boy epic with a
dis tinct ori en tal fla vor, but the ac tors were mostly Phil ip pine. 
Great fun. Keep an eye on www.filmlinc.com. They have lots of
in ter est ing film fes ti vals.
(A month later) Maria and I went to the city the other day for a 
treat. We had seen a group on PBS who seemed to re ally have
a fun show. It’s made up of all male bal let danc ers who each
have two funny pseud onyms, one male and one fe male, and

con tin ued

http://www.faa.gov.
http://www.morganlibrary.org/exhibtions/current/html
http://metlife.com
http://www.csfb.com
http://www.newyorklife.com
http://www.grandcentralterminal.com
http://www.madisonsquaregarden.com
http://www.bnl.gov
http://www.copenhagenbroadway.com
http://www.theatermania.com/NY/shows/copenh
http://www.lincolncenter.org/mostlymozart
http://www.filmlinc.com
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they dance all the roles, as the pro gram de mands. There is a
small bit of horse play in their per for mances, and it’s all
tongue in cheek, but the danc ing is pro fes sional and some -
thing to be hold. They call them selves Les Bal lets Trockadero 
de Monte Carlo and you can get a sam ple of their mad ness at
www.trockadero.org. 

Sur vival
My notes on this sub ject did n’t draw any e-mail, so I don’t
know how it grabbed you. The sym po sium has been com -
pleted and I have viewed the whole thing from Dr. Dobbs
web site at www.technetcast.com, just click on the “Spir i tual Ro -
bots” link un der “spe cial se ries.” You can read or lis ten to or
view the whole event.
The lec ture by Bill Joy was scary, in deed. Hofstadter and
Kurzweil’s pieces were worth hear ing, but Hans Moravec
was a bit dis ap point ing. Kurzweil wrote “The Age of Spir i -
tual Ma chines” in 1998 and Moravec wrote “Ro bot : Mere
Ma chine to Tran scen dent Mind” in 1998. Both are avail able
in pa per back, to day. Their the sis is that com put ers are get ting 
faster and cheaper and soft ware is n’t stand ing still. That all
this hap pen ing at an ac cel er at ing rate and could get out of
con trol. Kurzweil dic tated his copy to his word pro ces sor,
which a few years ago would not have pro duced rec og niz able 
copy. OCR soft ware does a re mark able job with scan ner out -
put, in clud ing the sep a ra tion of graph ics and text. Clas si cal
AI may have been in a cul-de-sac, but ge netic al go rithms and
neu ral net ap pli ca tions have been hav ing very in ter est ing re -
sults. They say we should sim ply be fo cus ing on where we go
from here and take the threat of mis chief se ri ously.

Se cu rity
From ADH(?), Au gust 14,  by e-mail: “Quit bash ing MSIE or 
equally bash..” fol lowed by a quote of an ar ti cle in
Computerworld, Au gust 9, con cern ing a newly dis cov ered
se cu rity prob lem in Netscape Nav i ga tor. “The prob lem re -
sults when a cer tain func tion of Sun Microsystem Inc.’s Java
core is com bined with a vul ner a bil ity in Netscape’s im ple -
men ta tion of Java that al lows ap plets to ac cess lo cal files,
said Da vid Endler, an an a lyst at iDefense In tel li gence Ser -
vices, an Internet se cu rity ser vices firm in Fairfax, VA.”
Ap par ently, Netscape vi o lated one of Java’s “sandbox”
rules. Shame! 
I’m sorry if I seem to be MS bash ing from time to time, but
they re ally have shown a bla tant dis re gard for the per ils in tro -
duced by their ef forts to make all kinds of things work
au to mat i cally and be tween ap pli ca tions. Email, for ex am ple,
was orig i nally de signed to cre ate, trans mit, re ceive and
read/print text files. Should be harm less. The orig i nal
Internet Worm of Mor ris was caused by a fea ture of the mail
pro gram which al lowed it to run other pro grams on the tar get
ma chine. This fea ture was in cluded for de bug ging and net -
work main te nance pur poses, and was never in tended to be
in cluded in the cli ent ap pli ca tion, but it slipped through.
There are many mod ern pro gram mers who be lieve that sim -
ple text is too bor ing for words and that even your email
should do some thing. The same holds for brows ers like IE
and NS. Open-ended glitz may sell a few more items, and

even give ad di tional, use ful ac tiv i ties, but can be very dan -
ger ous. In the same way, groupware may open holes as well
as cre ate use ful shar ing pos si bil i ties.
Hackers aren’t just naughty kids. They per form the func tion
of re mind ing pro gram mers with big egos that their ideas can
be turned against them and their cli ents. With out hack ers, we
would have only clan des tine ac tiv i ties by pro fes sional spies,
crooks and ter ror ists, and dis cover prob lems too late.
The New York Times, Sunday, June 18, Pg 22: “Hackers
Break Into Some Ac counts, AOL Re ports.” A cou ple hun -
dred AOL user ac counts were vis ited. The hack ers sent AOL
cus tomer ser vice reps e-mails with a tro jan horse at tach ment
that when opened, “cre ated a con nec tion to the sender’s com -
puter and al lowed ac cess to some AOL ac counts.”
From our friend J. D. Abolins, Au gust 24: “Adobe Ac ro bat
PDF vul ner a bil ity.” Along the same lines as the above,
“Panda Soft ware re ported last week that Adobe has is sued a
patch for its Ac ro bat soft ware that is used to read PDF doc u -
ment files. Used to trans mit high-quality re pro duc tions of
doc u ments across the Internet, the for mat was thought to be
se cure. But with all things Internet, there must be a hole. It
turns out code can be em bed ded in a PDF file, which could be
used to de liver a vi rus, Tro jan or other nasty tid bit. Adobe
rec om mends us ers in stall the fol low ing patch for pro tec tion

ftp//ftp.adobe.com/pub/adobe/ac ro bat/win/4.x/ac405up2.exe.”
From ZDNN, Au gust 28: “A Tro jan Horse — a  program that
poses as a ben e fi cial ap pli ca tion, yet does some thing
 completely dif fer ent — is mak ing its way through the un der -
ground cir cles of Palm us ers. The pro gram, which poses as a
‘crack’ for the Game Boy em u la tor Lib erty 1.1, is in re al ity a
test ing util ity cre ated by Swed ish Palm de vel oper and Uni -
ver sity of Gävle lec turer Aaron Ardiri, but re named to ‘Crack 
1.1’. The pro gram de letes all pro grams from any Palm de vice 
on which it is in stalled. While an ‘in fected’ Palm can be re set
and the pro grams and data resynched from a PC, some data
could be lost.” And it’s not even Win dows! 

MP3, eBooks & Copy rights
Not only do we have Napster and MP3.com to con tend with,
but the trick ier ar ti facts like Gnutella are harder to deal with.
ZDTV has been of fer ing a free MP3 down load (I’m sure it’s
le gal!) ev ery day, but now they have added a new half-hour
seg ment called Audiofile at www.zdtv.com/zdtv/audiofile. (Also
note that the “zdnet” in the URL has changed to “zdtv.” I be -
lieve Ziff-Davis has sold off ZDTV and this is the first step in
the name change to TechTV.) In their first pro gram they an -
nounced the ap pear ance of a new mul ti me dia peer-to-peer
file shar ing prod uct called Scour at www.scour.com, which pur -
ports to be re spect ful of copy right laws, will store no files or
da ta bases, but seems to be a Gnutella-like cli ent pro gram
which will han dle au dio, graphic, and video file ex change. I
have a cousin who was in the mu sic CD busi ness in Cal i for -
nia. He agrees with most pun dits that the tra di tional re cord
com pa nies may be in for a rough ride. In the mean time, the
beancounters re port that (in spite of the mad rush by the kids
to get their free mu sic be fore the courts turned it off) sales of
CDs are up!

con tin ued on page 18

Internet Corner, continued

http://www.trockadero.org
http://www.technetcast.com
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Ken’s Korner: Adobe  Ac ro bat
Is It Changing Pub lishing as We Know It?

Ken Fermoyle

Adobe Ac ro bat is more than just an other soft ware pro gram. It 
did n’t ar rive with the in stant im pact of its an ces tor, Adobe’s
Post Script, but it bids fair to make equally im por tant changes
in pub lish ing as we know it. For user groups and other
non-profit or ed u ca tional or ga ni za tions, Adobe Ac ro bat(tm)
is a tool that has spe cial im pli ca tions, not to men tion ben e fits.
How can I claim that Ac ro bat may be more im por tant than
Post Script? Did n’t Post Script help cre ate a rev o lu tion in pub -
lish ing back in the mid-1980s? Cer tainly! Post Script,
com bined with PageMaker from Aldus and the Ap ple
LaserWriter printer cre ated what John Warner of Aldus
named “desk top pub lish ing.” Then Ventura Pub lisher came
along and ex tended the new tech nol ogy to PCs.
We’re in a new era, how ever, with the Internet and World
Wide Web, plus hard ware and soft ware more ca pa ble than
any thing we dreamed of 15 years ago. Adobe Ac ro bat, es pe -
cially the cur rent 4.0x ver sions, fits right into this new era.
It’s a unique pub lish ing tool, more ver sa tile than any thing
we’ve known in the past. Con sider these points.
1. You can use Ac ro bat to pub lish a doc u ment from vir tu ally
any ap pli ca tion in a Por ta ble Doc u ment For mat (PDF) file. 
2. Ac ro bat is a true cross-platform ap pli ca tion. Its PDF files
can be cre ated and read on both PC and Mac com put ers.
3. PDF files pre serve the fonts, for mat ting, col ors and graph -
ics of the orig i nal source doc u ment, re gard less of the
ap pli ca tion and plat form used to cre ate it.
4. Con ver sion of doc u ment files to PDF can be a sim ple
drag-and-drop op er a tion, but there are several other ways Ac -
ro bat can cre ate PDF files, es pe cially from within Win dows
Of fice ap pli ca tions such as Word, Ex cel and PowerPoint.
The de fault in stal la tion in Win dows in cludes mac ros that
 allow quick, easy cre ation of PDF files 
5. You don’t have to be a pub lish ing ge nius or un der stand
how the pro gram works to use it ef fec tively for such chores as 
con vert ing a PageMaker news let ter or Word doc u ment to
PDF for dis tri bu tion via e-mail. You do have to spend more
time to learn the more so phis ti cated fea tures of Ac ro bat.
6. Ac ro bat cap tures Web pages or en tire sites and con verts
them to PDF files for offline view ing and print ing.
That’s just for start ers. For more de tailed in for ma tion than I
could pos si bly in clude here, in clud ing FAQs, User  Forums
and tu to ri als, go to                                                              

www.adobe.com/prod ucts/ac ro bat/main.html.
What I’d like to stress here is the im por tant role Adobe Ac ro -
bat can play in the dis tri bu tion of in for ma tion by user groups
and other ed u ca tional or not-for-profit or ga ni za tions that
 publish news let ters and jour nals.   
For at least four years I’ve been ar gu ing that dis trib ut ing
hardcopy news let ters via the U.S. Postal Ser vice may not be
the best choice for user groups. It’s ex pen sive, vying with
meet ing place rental as the ma jor item in most groups’ bud -
gets. It’s slow, es pe cially if news let ters go out as third class
mail. It also places ma jor re stric tions on ed i tors. 

I know, I know! Mem bers re sist re ceiv ing their news let ters
via e-mail. “I want to get the news printed on pa per so I can sit
and en joy it with a cup of cof fee. I don’t want to read it on a
com puter mon i tor!” Those are the com ments I hear all too
fre quently. 
But think about it for a min ute. The news let ter you get via
snail mail is printed in plain black and white, right? And it
usu ally con tains eight or 12 pages; more must be added in
mul ti ples of at least two pages, usu ally four.
Down loading a typ i cal PDF news let ter takes only a few min -
utes, print ing it just a few min utes more. And how many user
group mem bers don’t have a color printer these days? Not
many, so ed i tors can add color to their pages, some thing too
ex pen sive even to con sider for printed news let ters. 
Ac ro bat elim i nates page con straints, too. Ed i tors don’t have
to worry about fill ing an ex tra page when they have only
seven pages of ma te rial, or to trim a page when they can eas -
ily fill nine pages. There is no need to do the la bo ri ous task of
col lat ing, fold ing and/or sta pling and stick ing on stamps.
Dead lines be come more elas tic and more up-to-date news in -
cluded. Once the news let ter has been thor oughly proof read,
cor rected and con verted to a PDF file, it’s ready to go out via
e-mail with out de lay.
Many groups, rec og niz ing the eco nomic and other ben e fits of 
PDF, now use Ac ro bat to pub lish at least a por tion of their
news let ter each month. When I first started the Ken’s Korner
col umn three years ago, re ceiv ing a PDF news let ter was a
 rarity. Now I get two or three dozen each month.
What I rec om mend in my Me dia Work shops is that groups
start by us ing Ac ro bat to cre ate PDF news let ters for a por tion
of their sub scrip tion list (e.g. ven dors, ad ver tis ers, ex change
cop ies for other groups and mem bers who vol un teer to forego 
printed cop ies) as a pi lot pro gram. The list can be ex panded as 
more peo ple, par tic u larly new mem bers, agree to re ceive
their news let ters in elec tronic form. 
I re al ize this is n’t your typ i cal soft ware ap pli ca tion re view —
and it is n’t meant to be! It’s meant to be a thought-starter for
groups (and in di vid u als) who are will ing to con sider a new,
ef fec tive and ef fi cient means of pub lish ing doc u ments in the
new mil len nium.
At $249 for the full ver sion of 4.0 ($99 for up date ver sion),
Adobe Ac ro bat may be pricy for the ca sual, oc ca sional user
but it makes sense for any one who pro duces a lot of doc u -
ments and needs to dis trib ute them widely via e-mail or on
CD. It makes a great dol lars and cents value for any group.
I wel come com ments about their ex pe ri ences from groups
and in di vid u als that use Ac ro bat — and from those who find
fault with my rea son ing and sug ges tions. If re sponse
 warrants, I will print re plies in a fu ture col umn. 
Copy right 2000 by Ken Fermoyle, Fermoyle Pub li ca tions.
Ken’s Korner, a syn di cated monthly col umn, is avail able free 
to User Groups. For in for ma tion or per mis sion to re print this 
ar ti cle, con tact kfermoyle@earthlink.net.  :
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CoPilot 2000 GPS Nav i ga tion Sys tem
Ar nold Milstein

As the name says CoPilot 2000 is a GPS nav i ga tion sys tem,
but what is a GPS nav i ga tion sys tem? GPS is an aero space
tech nol ogy that uses 24 sat el lites and ground equip ment to
de ter mine po si tion any where on Earth.
To de ter mine your po si tion the GPS re ceiver com pares the
time a sig nal was sent by a sat el lite and the time it was re -
ceived by the GPS re ceiver. The time dif fer ence tells the GPS
re ceiver how far away that par tic u lar sat el lite is from the re -
ceiver. With the in for ma tion from three sat el lites, the GPS
can tri an gu late your po si tion  and give you lat i tude and lon gi -
tude, or a 2D po si tion fix. If you re ceive a sig nal from four or
more sat el lites, you have a 3D fix, with the ad di tion of al ti -
tude. The more sat el lites the re ceiver can re ceive sig nals
from, the more ac cu rate your po si tional fix is. As the GPS
con tin u ously up dates the data you can track your di rec tion
and speed.
What makes this a GPS nav i ga tion sys tem is the way the
 software and hard ware com bi na tion uses and pro cesses the
in for ma tion.
Because the GPS sys tem was orig i nally de vised by the mil i -
tary, the gov ern ment added a ran dom level of deg ra da tion,
called Se lec tive Avail abil ity (SA), to the sig nal for all
non-governmental us ers. Starting at mid night May 1, 2000
the gov ern ment turned off SA and made GPS up to 10 times
more ac cu rate. This has been a real as set to GPS us ers.

Hard ware
The first part of the CoPilot 2000 sys tem is the GPS re ceiver,
a white 4-inch round de vice with rub ber feet and a 6-foot se -
rial ca ble at tached. The se rial con nec tor has a 2-foot PS-2
ca ble that is used to power the re ceiver. The kit also in cludes a 
cig a rette lighter adapter with a fe male PS-2 con nec tor, which
can be used to power the re ceiver if your lap top does not have
a PS-2 port. The re ceiver is a 12-channel ge neric NMEA
 device and it gets good re cep tion in the car.

In stal la tion
The in stal la tion is sim ple and straight for ward. First you must
con nect the GPS re ceiver to your lap top by at tach ing the se -
rial ca ble to the Com port (de fault is Com 1). Then you must
con nect the re ceiv ers’ power sup ply to your PS-2 port or use
the cig a rette lighter adapter. If you choose to use the PS-2
con nec tion and want to con nect a mouse to the sys tem, it will
work with a split ter.
Once you have the GPS unit con nected, you must then in stall
the soft ware. The in stal la tion of the ba sic pro gram is as sim -
ple as in sert ing the CD and fol low ing the in struc tions. You
choose ei ther a Com pact or Typ i cal in stal la tion and the di rec -
tory into which you will in stall.  Once the ba sic pro gram is
in stalled you are prompted to in stall the speech pro gram. You 
then can run the pro gram or in stall the data CD to your hard
drive by in serting the CD, going to the IN STALL di rec tory
and clicking on the SETUP file.
With the hard ware at tached and soft ware in stalled, I started
the pro gram. The first time in you are prompted to reg is ter the

pro gram and are given three choices: Internet, Phone, or
Mail. You also have a check box to avoid see ing the reg is tra -
tion screen again, which is help ful if you ever have to re in stall 
the soft ware.
Once past the reg is tra tion screen, you should take ev ery thing
out side and check that the GPS re ceiver is work ing prop erly.
If it is not, open the GPS dropdown and re con fig ure it. You
should also visit the TravRoute web page www.travroute.com
and check for any patches or up dates.

GPS Dropdown

The Soft ware

The sec ond part of the sys tem is the soft ware, and it has much
the same ap pear ance as most of the other map ping pro grams I
have used. The dif fer ence with CoPilot 2000 is the rout ing
and nav i ga tion.
The nav i ga tion feed back and dis plays are the most use ful I
have ever seen or used. There are two nav i ga tion modes, pas -
sen ger and driver mode. When in driver mode above 5 m.p.h.
the dis play hides the map as well as all other menus and pres -
ents the user with a black screen show ing the next turn,
nav i ga tion point, dis tance to it aand the dis tance to the fi nal
des ti na tion in a large white font. The nav i ga tion dis play is
matched with an ex cel lent voice nav i ga tion sys tem, and
speech rec og ni tion with al most 20 com mands. Speech rec og -
ni tion and vo cal feed back turn CoPilot 2000 into a hands-free
talk ing map and pro vides a rel a tively safe in ter face.
The route plan ning el e ment has an op ti mi za tion fea ture that
will place up to 50 stops into the most ef fi cient or der. There is
a data im port fea ture that al lows you to im port en tries from
your ad dress book to be used in plan ning your route. There is
an ex ten sive ex ist ing da ta base with over 100 mil lion ad -
dresses, 7 mil lion miles of roads, and 3 mil lion points of
in ter est.
Trip Planning al lows you to en ter and save Fa vor ites, making
plan ning trips eas ier for some of your more fre quent des ti na -
tions or start ing points. You can also choose spe cific roads

con tin ued
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you want to avoid. You can find places from a large list of cat -
e go ries. You can set your speed pref er ences based on the type
of road as well as the type road you pre fer to use (free ways,
toll roads, di vided high ways, fer ries, etc.).
Once on the road, the nav i ga tion sys tem does in stant route
cor rec tions so if you miss a turn or de vi ate for any rea son it re -
cal cu lates the trip and gives you a new route. You can edit
roads; choose the level of de tail you want along with the type
of fea tures you want to see.
The nor mal map win dow is also very use ful. It con sists of two 
ba sic pan els. The map panel uses about ¾ of the dis play, has
12 lev els of mag ni fi ca tion and will go down to street level.
The menu strip oc cu pies the right side of the screen and is di -
vided into two sec tions with lists of fea tures you tog gle on
and off. Basic fea tures are: Tracking. Nav i gating, Pas sen ger,
Des ti na tion, Sta tus, and Shut down. There is also a de tailed
list of 23 nav i ga tional aids and rout ing tools.

The Test
Re cently my niece in Rich mond VA had a baby, so we de -
cided to go see her. Since this would be my first visit since she
moved, it was a good op por tu nity to test the sys tem. I made
ho tel res er va tions and asked my niece for her ad dress only.
Armed with this in for ma tion I en tered the data into the Trip
Plan ner win dow. This is a very sim ple af fair.

Trip Planning Win dow
Type in the City and State or Zip Code, and press En ter

En ter the ad dress, and press Enter

Once the lo ca tion is found, press En ter

This will place the lo ca tion into the Trip Itin er ary por tion of
the win dow. The first en try be comes your or i gin and the last
will be the des ti na tion. You can chose to make it a round trip.
You can also change the or der of your stops to suit your plans. 
When rout ing on the road, your cur rent po si tion as re ported
by the GPS be comes your or i gin.

Once all stops are en tered, click the Run but ton and CoPilot
will cal cu late your trip and bring up a Trip Sum mary win dow
over a Driving Di rec tions win dow and the Map win dow.

Then save the trip un til you are ready to leave.

The di rec tions were ex cel lent as was the nav i ga tional feed -
back. The sys tem even let me know when  I passed my niece’s 
house as we could not read the num ber and com pletely
missed the big stork on the front lawn. 
Along the way we threw a lit tle kink into the plan by go ing out 
to din ner. We sim ply en tered the ad dress of the res tau rant and
added it to the trip, placed it in the right or der and ev ery thing
worked flaw lessly.

Wish List
1. I would like the abil ity to use other GPS re ceiv ers and along 
with that, a lower-cost ver sion with out the GPS re ceiver. I
have been in ter ested in GPS for a while. Af ter bor row ing a
friend’s re ceiver three years ago, I de cided I had to buy my
own. I chose the Garmin GPS III, a stand-alone de vice with
its own dis play so that it can be used with or with out a lap top.
It also has pro vi sions for an ex ter nal, pow ered an tenna for
better re cep tion.
I can use my Garmin re ceiver with my other map ping soft -
ware; I do not have their pro pri etary unit. I am also able to use
the CoPilot 2000 re ceiver with the other soft ware, but I am
not able to use my Garmin with the CoPilot 2000 soft ware. I
think the func tion al ity and mar ket abil ity of CoPilot 2000
would be en hanced if it were com pat i ble with other GPS
 receivers.
2. It would also be nice if the data CD was bro ken down by re -
gions. If your lap top does not have CD drive, you must load
the en tire data CD (645 MB) to the hard drive in stead of
choos ing only the re gions you will be us ing. This func tion al -
ity is avail able with other map ping pro grams I have used. 

Fi nal Thoughts and Eval u a tion
This ap pli ca tion is one of the best I have ever used. It is also
one of the more ex pen sive con sumer packages on the mar ket
($399 msrp). If you are a sales man on the road or need rout ing 
for busi ness and travel with a lap top this is, with out a doubt,
the sys tem for you. Don’t think twice, buy it.
If you don’t own a GPS unit, travel by car a lot, own a lap top
and have thought about get ting a GPS sys tem, this is the one
for you as well.
If you don’t fit into ei ther of the cat e go ries above, but want a
great new “toy” this is the one to get. You will soon find out
how truly use ful it is, as the “toy” be comes a valu able “tool”.
One last note: please use this and any other de vice in the car
re spon si bly, and drive safely.
Com pany In for ma tion: TravRoute Soft ware, 1000
Herrontown Road, Prince ton, NJ 08540. Phone: (609)
252-8160. Internet: www.travroute.com

I would like to thank Mary Kelly, Me dia Re la tions Man ager
for TravRoute for mak ing this prod uct avail able to us for this
eval u a tion.   :

CoPilot 2000 GPS, continued
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Wel come to H2K
The Third Hackers Con fer ence

Cass & Ruth Lewart (rlewart@monmouth.com)

If you ever won dered about com puter data se cu rity and
 access to da ta bases by un au tho rized peo ple, then this con ven -
tion was the place to be. The H2K (Hackers of Planet Earth
2000) con ven tion took place in the Ho tel Penn syl va nia in
NYC on July 14–16.
Back ground:You might ask what’s the con nec tion be tween
hack ers and com puter us ers? For one, hack ers are mostly en -
thu si as tic com puter us ers, though they may en thuse along
roads that di verge from those the rest of us travel. For
 another, hack ing, which orig i nally started as at tempts to pen -
e trate the tele phone net work, is now more ori ented to ward
com puter net works and pri vacy pro tec tion.
The credo of a hacker is to pen e trate the bar ri ers of pass words
and ac cess re stric tions, ex pose se cu rity flaws, and al ways do
so with out per sonal gain or harm to oth ers. Still, there is an
oc ca sional clash be tween hack ers and the pow ers-that-be, re -
sult ing in some hack ers spend ing ex tended pe ri ods of time in
Fed eral pen i ten tia ries.
Cass has gone to the pre vi ous hack ers’ con fer ences, and up -
dated me on the sub ject of So cial En gi neering and other
quirks of hackerdom, so I had to see for my self. Son Dan,
whose ad vice is al ways im pec ca ble, sug gested that we go to
see Jello Biafra, who was the sched uled (this word was in ter -
preted rather loosely) key note speaker on Day II, so off we
trot ted to the Ho tel Penn syl va nia.
The con ven tion drew roughly 2,300 mostly young and en thu -
si as tic par tic i pants. In two large rooms there were
si mul ta neous talks and panel dis cus sions be tween 10 A.M.
and mid night each day. The par tic i pants were warned not to
mess with the ho tel phone and com puter sys tems. The ad vice
was that if you want to cause chaos, do it some where else,
there is a whole city out there. 
Am bi ence: It was not al to gether un ex pected —  gold nose
rings (and cyl in ders) adorn ing fa cial fea tures; at least one
 androgynous per son; some (but not much) weird at tire;
 extensive use of one par tic u lar four-letter word. De spite
 appearances, the par tic i pants as a group were in cred i bly
well-behaved, even when faced with ma jor sched ule
slippages due to tech ni cal glitches, room re as sign ments,
 confusion, and in ev i ta ble (and un nec es sary) queues.
Day I. A panel dis cus sion on the cur rent con tro versy about
re stric tions caused by DVD en cryp tion was hosted by Em -
man uel Goldstein (ed i tor of 2600 Mag a zine and host of
WBAI’s Off The Hook  ra dio show) the lead ing or ga nizer of
the con ven tion, and Jon Johansen (the young man from Nor -
way who first posted the cracked en cryp tion code on the
Internet). En cryp tion of DVD re cords pre vents even le git i -
mate own ers of DVDs from play ing them on non-Windows
com put ers or on DVD play ers from ar eas of the world other
than the area where the DVD was dis trib uted. Em man uel, Jon 
and many oth ers have been sued by the movie and mu sic in -
dus tries un der the Dig i tal Mil len nium Copy right Act for

dis trib ut ing code that would al low con sum ers more free dom
in us ing their DVDs. 
Day II. The Retro Com puting panel was led by Mr. Ohm,
who looks to be about 12, is ac tu ally 15, and has poise and
sense of hu mor not ex pected from a teen. He was ac com pa -
nied by two old tim ers and an other stu dent, all of whom use
(and wax en thu si as tic about) Ataris, Com mo dore 64s, and
TRS 80 Color Com puters. Of course, they have mod i fied
their com put ers of choice to run through hoops never en vi -
sioned by the de sign ers. The best part was Mr. Ohm as
auc tion eer of some of these retro de vices — the ab sence of
two key caps on a Ra dio Shack Model 100 was ex tolled. It
brought $50. 
The Retro panel was to be fol lowed in the same room on the
18th floor by Jello Biafra, for mer lead singer of the Dead Ken -
nedys and re cent Pres i den tial can di date for the Green Party, a 
tick ets-only event. Some one and a half hours later, the key -
note took place via a video link from an other room. Good
sports that we were, we did n’t com plain much.
Some how we did n’t ex pect the lead singer of a rock group to
give a pro voc a tive talk that held au di ence at ten tion for ninety
min utes. Jello Biafra’s po lit i cal an ten nae were well-tuned.
He took on the pow er ful cor po ra tions and the state of news
cov er age — Mickey Mouse (owner of ABC) Über Alles —
de-emphasis of real news, old-style So viet cen sor ship, and
the cor po rate mes sage: Shop! His mes sage: “Don’t hate the
me dia, be come them!” Thus Hacktivism would be come the
4th branch of gov ern ment. Ex am ples of hacktivism are un der -
ground ’zines (on line pub li ca tions), pi rate ra dio sta tions, and
cam corder ji had, as in the Rodney King vid eo tapes, which
showed truths that the reg u lar news me dia were avoid ing. He
al lowed that he had a soft spot for cre ative crime, and that we
have a pa tri otic duty to re sist when we see so ci ety head ing in
the wrong di rec tion. In ret ro spect, the talk had many quot able 
lines, but what made it stand out was the con tent — at some
level you knew the truth of Jello Biafra’s al le ga tions, but no -
body had ever said it quite that way. He also pro vided cre ative 
so lu tions to right the world. 
The sec ond tick eted event, The Cult of the Dead Cow (cDc)
Ex trav a ganza, played to an over flow crowd. To jog your
mem ory, these are the folks who came out with Back Or i fice,
which caused Microsoft to see red. The per for mance was
flashy and of ten raun chy. Some of the peo ple who par tic i -
pated in the per for mance gave brief talks about their
pro gram ming ef forts. It was hard for the straight-laced
among us to rec on cile the cDc’s con sid er able pro gram ming
tal ent with the ir rev er ent side shown here. 
Day III. A mem ber of the so cial en gi neer ing panel, pos ing as 
an AT&T em ployee, called AT&T head quar ters in Basking
Ridge and was con nected to the se cu rity de part ment. The
caller was then warned by the real AT&T em ployee to be
care ful about di vulg ing any sen si tive in for ma tion, as there
was some sus pi cious gath er ing go ing on in New York this

con tin ued on page 11
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From the Dealsguy
Bob Click, Greater Or lando Com puter User Group

Please Take Note
In the five and a half years I have been writ ing this col umn,
sev eral un writ ten guide lines have arisen that help in clude
nec es sary in for ma tion for all read ers, lo ca tions and for all
plat forms. Al ways short of time, I some times fail to fol low up 
on some thing, and I hear about it. For ex am ple, the Pram bat -
tery checker I in cluded three months ago — I checked the
URL to see if it worked, but did n’t dig down or I would have
no ticed it was for Mac only. I’m still get ting e-mail ask ing
where to find it for a PC. Many peo ple now are aware of that
im por tant bat tery and, I hope, found a pro gram on a share -
ware Web site.
Paid Re fer rals
June’s column be came an ed u ca tion you should know about.
When in clud ing reader’s feed back, one item sound ing in ter -
est ing was a URL e-mailed to many mem bers of the lo cal UG, 
my self in cluded, by an other mem ber. It was a glow ing de -
scrip tion of a Web site as a FREE Internet Ser vice Pro vider
with no ad ver tis ing or float ing ban ners, etc. He said it was
sta ble and urged ev ery one to “go grab it,” stat ing he did n’t
know how they could do it (not ex actly true). He also urged
peo ple to check out the freeware there, which he said was ex -
cel lent. I asked his per mis sion to in clude this in for ma tion in
the June col umn, us ing his name, and was given the
go-ahead, but no ca ve ats. About a half-hour af ter e-mailing
the col umn to my ed i tor lists, I re ceived e-mail from Ira
Wilsker (a APCUG BoDA mem ber) quot ing the part with the
URL. He said I might be in ter ested to know that the URL was, 
in fact, a  “paid mul ti level re fer ral scheme” (his words) and
sug gested I leave off the num ber string at the end of the URL.
I was un aware I had un wit tingly in cluded some thing to pro -
vide in come for the per son e-mailing ev ery one that URL.  I
phoned Ira in Texas who told me the num ber string at the end
was prob a bly the sender’s reg is tra tion num ber for that URL.
He said not only would the au thor of the mes sage re ceive
money for each per son click ing on the URL, but also any
links clicked on within that Web site. Ira is a part time Jus tice
Dept. em ployee who oc ca sion ally gives talks on Internet “sit -
u a tions.” He also has a weekly ra dio pro gram about
com put ers that can be heard at http://klvi.com each Tues day at 6 
P.M. Cen tral time.
I e-mailed Ira’s mes sage to the au thor whose re sponse con -
firmed that it in deed was a “paid” re fer ral, but he ob jected to
the words “scheme” and “mul ti level.” He then also sug gested 
I omit the num bers at the end (too late since the col umn had
al ready been re leased). I dis agree with his eth ics, un less I’m
miss ing some thing here, even though there’s noth ing il le gal
about it. My opin ion has noth ing to do with user groups that
make money for their trea sury by hav ing their mem bers use
cer tain “pay ing” URLs. In those sit u a tions, ev ery body knows 
the whole story right up front.
I de cided to im me di ately send out a cor rec tion to ed i tors ask -
ing them to re move the num bers from that URL. I then
needed to change the file al ready posted on my Web site, and
on the APCUG bbs. An other ed u ca tion! I opened the file in

MS Word and placed the cur sor at the be gin ning of the num -
bers, de let ing them one at a time (a mis take). It looked okay,
so I re placed the files on the nec es sary Web sites. I re sub mit -
ted it to the lo cal news let ter com mit tee who called a cou ple
days later tell ing me that when they placed the cur sor on the
URL hy per text in MS Word, the pop-out box still in cluded
the num bers, even though they were not show ing in the URL.
How could that be!!
The an swer turned out to be that I should have used the of -
ten-neglected “right-click” and cho sen Hy per text/Edit from
that menu. At any rate, it was a very em bar rass ing and ex as -
per at ing ex pe ri ence. The crux of it all is for you to take a good
look at any URL sent to you by any body, even friends. If it
sounds in ter est ing, but has a num ber at the be gin ning or end,
or even a com bi na tion of num bers and let ters, leave them off
and see if it works. Why un know ingly cre ate in come for peo -
ple try ing to make money from your lack of knowl edge.
Of fi cers es pe cially should be ware of peo ple, in clud ing mem -
bers, “ex ploit ing” (my opin ion) their mem ber ship in this
man ner.
PlanetWare Still Good
The PlanetWare travel plan ning of fer is still good. E-mail
info@planetware.com with the nec es sary in for ma tion. Re -
mem ber that e-mail is not a se cure way to send credit card
info to PlanetWare. The spe cial-offer for the “Ac tive Di rec -
tory for Dummies” book is still good. Or der at
http://www.fatbrain.com/shop/info/0764506595?from=XUU975.
From Linda Barlow of User Group Con nec tion
First, from “amazingmail.com”, 5 free “real” post cards just
for try ing AmazingMail. Here’s how you do it. Sim ply go to
http://www.amazingmail.com and en ter the fol low ing code at
sign-up: h1132db38hhvdvd (the spe cial user group code).
Choose your im age, en ter your mes sage, ad dress the card and
click ”Send." In a few days, you and/or your friends will re -
ceive an ac tual post card via US Mail. Great for birth days,
thank you notes, ad ver tis ing, or just to let your friends know
you’ve caught on to some thing! This spe cial of fer co mes
from User Group Re la tions (Gene and Linda Barlow), rep re -
sent ing AmazingMail.
From PowerQuest Cor po ra tion, who just an nounced Drive
Im age Ver sion 3: Spe cial User Group Prices can be found at
this hid den web site for user group mem bers only:
http://www.ugr.com/or der/. Prod ucts are: Par ti tion Magic v5,
Drive Im age v3, Data Keeper v3, Sec ond Chance v2, Lost &
Found v1, and Cal dera  Systems Open Linux eDesktop v2.4.
The Spe cial User Group Price Code is: UGDEALS00
Free Antivirus Pro tec tion
I men tioned F-Prot amtivirus in June. An other free antivirus
soft ware is Com puter As so ci ates’ In oc u late-IT. It works with 
Win dows 95/98/NT. If you want brand name, it does n’t get
much more brand name than CA. In oc u late-IT looks for and
takes care of any file and boot sec tor vi ruses. It also works on
those Macro vi ruses that are au to matic un less you turn the
mac ros off on Microsoft prod ucts, such as MS Word and

con tin ued
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 Excel. You’ll find in for ma tion at http://antivirus.cai.com. You
can reg is ter and down load it.
Up date Your Web Site While On Line
Brad Wil liams (from a small com pany in south ern Cal i for -
nia) sent me this and asked if I would put a link on our Web
site (http:// www.OmniUpdate.com). I vis ited the URL and tried its 
demo on my own Web site. It failed to fin ish load ing my
home page. I tried it twice, but to no avail, but that does n’t
mean it won’t work since I’m only us ing IE4. I’ve not had the
time to down load the soft ware and give it a try. I no ticed one
place where they men tion a small one-time fee. Here are
 excerpts from their Web site:
“OmniUpdate FREE(tm) puts you just one click away from
di rectly up dat ing your Web pages, right in your browser!
View any page of your site and, with one click, you can up -
date it right there, with WYSI WYG ease! Use OmniUpdate
of ten to keep your Web site fresh and your vis i tors com ing
back.”
“It’s Free! Your use of OmniUpdate is com pletely free. No
prod ucts to buy, down load or in stall. OmniUpdate works
right in the web browser you nor mally use and re quires no
plug-ins, Java, or server-side mod i fi ca tions.”
“OmniUpdate is not a Web site host ing ser vice but rather a
quick way for you to make up dates and changes to your ex ist -
ing Web pages wher ever they are cur rently lo cated. Your
Web site may be hosted on your own server, on your ISP’s
server, on AOL(tm), Geocities(tm), or any where.”
“How does it work? Start by sign ing up for a free ac count.
Within min utes you’ll be up dat ing pages on your Web site in
a word pro ces sor-like win dow. When you save the up date,
OmniUpdate places a small green but ton at the bot tom of
your page. Sim ply click this but ton to login and have this
page au to mat i cally dis played and avail able for up date. For a
small one-time fee, you can cus tom ize the but ton us ing your
own graphic, or choose no graphic at all. Seeing is be liev ing.” 
There’s much more.
The Best Buy dis pute is still on go ing, but I hope to have it
con cluded soon. The only thing we can’t agree on is a new es -
tab lished pur chase price for the new com puter, which was
what be gan this ac tion in the first place. They are stead fastly
re fus ing on that and we are about on the court house steps, but
they’ll find I am se ri ous, win or lose.
Care ful Click ing
In my dis cus sion about be ing care ful of click ing on at tach -
ments with a .EXE, a friend pointed out that there are also
.COM .OVL .DLL, and now .VBS (vi sual ba sic script)! Be -
sides all that, there are the macro vi ruses em bed ded in
Microsoft docs, etc. I even read about JPEG files that it was
said could hide a vi rus. Best pol icy, he said, is to al ways use
your vi rus de tec tor and up date it ev ery cou ple of days.
I thought I’d pass on this item that sev eral peo ple sent me. I
have con densed it and left out the URLs with a num ber string:
Prob lems with Pentium IIIs 
Intel has an nounced that Pentium III mother boards equipped
with its “mem ory trans la tor hub” (MTH) may be sen si tive to
sys tem noise, and may even re boot or crash with no warn ing.

If your Pentium III (w/Intel moth er board pur chased af ter
Nov. ’99) is af fected, Intel will re fund or re place both your
moth er board and your RAM, re plac ing your cur rent RAM
with 128 Mb of RDRAM (very ex pen sive RAM). If you think 
you have one of these, check with your dealer.
Only com put ers con tain ing Intel’s 820 chipset, a 133-MHz
sys tem bus and a Pentium III run ning at 533 MHz or greater
are af fected, and if yours has RamBus mem ory, you’re OK.
Intel has cre ated a MTH Re boot Is sue Page at
http://www.intel.com/sup port/mth . Click on the “Am I Af fected”
link for an other page where you can down load a free util ity
that will tell you if your Pentium III has an MTH con trol ler.
Also, go to http://www.news.com and search for MTH for more
in for ma tion (if its still on there).
Adobe Re minder
I pub lish these from time to time, mostly for mem bers new to
the user group com mu nity. These spe cials are on go ing but
can end at any time. Adobe is one of our best sup port ers,
hence the re minder. Check the Adobe Web site for de scrip -
tions if you don’t know what it is.
Adobe PhotoDeluxe, Busi ness Edi tion Win dows/Macintosh, 
UG price $69.00
Adobe PhotoDeluxe, Home Edi tion 4.0 for Win dows, UG
price $39.00
Adobe PhotoDeluxe 2.0  Win dows/Macintosh, UG price
$39.00
Adobe PageMill 3.0 Win dows/Macintosh UG price $69.00
Sup plies are lim ited. Or der by call ing 1-800-888-6293.  Be
ready to pro vide your user group name and the of fer #35701.
If you own Adobe Ac ro bat ver sion 4.0, have you asked for
the free up date? It fixes a few prob lems dis cov ered af ter its
ini tial re lease and it in cludes a few en hance ments. If you are a 
reg is tered user, call 1-800-272-3623 to ask about the free ver -
sion 4.05 up date. Have the se rial num ber for your  Acrobat
ready.
Mag a zines “On The Cheap.”
Herb Good man from the Boca Raton Com puter So ci ety tells
me he has been of fer ing dis counted mag a zine sub scrip tions
to many us ers groups for eight years. I asked him for more in -
for ma tion and he is mak ing the dis count avail able for my
us ers group read ers only (not to the pub lic). I only sub scribe
to free ones (mostly trade mag a zines) so I’m not an au thor ity
on sub scrip tion prices. I’m cheap, so be your own judge. In
fact, I feel that with the amount of ads con tained in most of
these mag a zines, es pe cially Com puter Shop per, they should
be free. How ever, that is not the case for most.
Here are the mag a zines Herb now of fers: Com puter Gaming
World, Com puter Shop per, Dr. Dobbs Jour nal, Fam ily PC,
Home Of fice Com puting, Mac Home Jour nal, Mac World,
Max i mum PC, Microsoft Sys tem Jour nal, Mo bile Com -
puting, PC Com puting (now named Smart Busi ness), PC
Portables, PC Mag a zine, PC World, Pub lish; Wired, and Ya -
hoo! Internet Life.
An ex am ple is PC World for one year at $14.95, three years
for $40.95. I did no tice three mag a zines on that list that I hap -
pen to re ceive free, and I have no idea why, ex cept that they

Dealsguy, continued
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Going Global.
Evan Williams

If I was con fused about Internet Tele phone calls be fore,  I’m
even more con fused now. Since I joined ACGNJ sev eral
years ago I have been hear ing about plac ing tele phone calls
over the Internet, and I was aware that there are a num ber of
prod ucts out there. I even at tended a demo of a vi sual phone
prod uct at one of the ACGNJ meet ings. How ever it was not
un til I pur chased a shrink-wrapped par cel la beled Internet
Phone 5 at the Flea Mar ket of TCF 2000 for five clams that I
be gan my ad ven ture in in ternet te le phony.
In stalling the dis con tin ued prod uct was no prob lem.  Sure I
had a few mi nor hitches.  Seems that com puter peo ple learn to 
over come them. The sound card would n’t lis ten so I re placed
it with an other. I had to get an IPS (Internet Phone Ser vice), a
installable ser vice down load able from a web pro vider, so I
could make PC to Phone calls. Soon I was sur pris ing friends
and fam ily with Internet Tele phone calls.
Lo cal calls were usu ally good. Long dis tance calls were
some times choppy, some times good. On one in ter na tional
call my friend heard a low noise on the line, noth ing more.
An other time com mu ni ca tion was fine. “It could just be the
Internet Con nec tion you have at the time,” said a Truly
Global sup port rep re sen ta tive. It is true that I am us ing a plain
old mo dem.
Internet Phone 5 came with a link to Truly Global’s beta site,
www.trulyglobal.com. You ac cept the agree ment, log on, and
voila you have an in ternet phone on your PC. You have gone
global!
There’s only one thing I can’t fig ure out.  This phone just
makes calls to other Truly Global us ers (no I’m not be ing paid 
by them). So who else do I know us ing Truly Global??? :

week. When fi nally the real AT&T em ployee re al ized the or -
i gin of the phone call, he abruptly hung up. The au di ence at
the con fer ence roared! A re cently re leased hacker, Kevin
Mitnick, who was not al lowed by his pa role of fi cer to at tend,
par tic i pated in the panel via a phone hookup. He de scribed
his ex ploits and an swered ques tions from the au di ence.

A talk was given by Barry of  The Key,  the Dutch lockpicking 
club. Such clubs have of fi cial sportgroup sta tus in Hol land
and in Ger many. This des ig na tion makes it le gal for them to
pos sess lockpicking gear. An nual con tests are held for the
best lockpicker, in clud ing an un der-water and an in-the-nude 
con test. Dur ing the talk Barry dem on strated how fast a lock
can be opened, and he dis cussed even faster meth ods used by
gov ern ment se cu rity agen cies.

There were dis cus sion pan els on Eu ro pean Internet ex pe ri -
ences, pro tec tion from vi ruses, and even plans for
dem on strat ing at the up com ing Dem o cratic and Re pub li can
party con ven tions.

Re prise. The meet ing was a lot of fun — we both re ally en -
joyed it. If you want to find out more about hack ers, lis ten to
Off the Hook on WBAI-FM (99.5) Tues days at 8 P.M.  or visit 
www.2600.com. Will we go again next year? You bet!  :

may also be trade mag a zines. Print the list each month in your 
news let ter if you pre fer, or save the space in the news let ter
and make the in for ma tion avail able on a printed sheet, but
NOT on your Web site, be cause it is too eas ily ac ces si ble to
the pub lic.

If your user group is in ter ested in of fer ing this dis count to
your mem bers, e-mail Herb (HGOODMAN@prod igy.net)
for com plete in for ma tion. He will also send ref er ences if you
want to know more about him. Who knows, with your help to
im prove his vol ume, he can prob a bly work out more deals
with pub lish ers for dis counts on other mag a zines (just my
thought, but there’s power in num bers).

An Old Com pany is Still Around

How many re mem ber “Arts & Let ters”? The newbies won’t,
I’m sure, but this com pany has been around for a long time.
How ever they have never been all that ag gres sive. I re ceived
a so lic i ta tion call from them the other day to up grade and
 convinced them to of fer my read ers a deal.

Arts & Let ters “EX PRESS” is an ex cel lent graph ics pro gram
and I have an ex cel lent price. Many of the new fea tures in
EX PRESS 7.0 fa cil i tate the de vel op ment and use of graph ics
on Web sites, and for in ter ac tive pre sen ta tions. Also in cluded 
is a CD con tain ing 10,000 Web graph ics and a con ve nient
viewer/browser. Ver sion 7.0 us ers can now con nect di rectly
to a spe cial Arts & Let ters Web site (ac cess is lim ited to us ers
of EX PRESS 7.0 and greater). From this site, us ers can
down load a va ri ety of con tent and sup port ma te ri als in clud -
ing clip art, fonts, an i mated GIFs, sound ef fects, tem plates,
util i ties, news, spe cial of fers and doc u men ta tion. There is
even a mes sage board for ex chang ing ideas and so lu tions
with other us ers. Tech sup port is free and un lim ited. How of -
ten do you get that these days!

There are too many fea tures to in clude here so I sug gest you
visit their web site (http://www.arts-letters.com) for all the in for -
ma tion. If you like what you see or want more info, call them
at 1-972-661-8960, ex ten sion 15, and ask for Mel Calderon.
Tell him you read it in Bob Click’s Deals col umn, and you
will be en ti tled to buy Arts & Let ters ver sion 7.0 (full ver sion, 
two CDs) for just $89.95 (reg u lar $139.95) + $8.50 S&H. Ca -
na dian S&H is $20 but there is a way Ca na di ans won’t pay
tax. Ask Mel about that.

They have Win dows 95/98/NT/2000 ver sions, but I saw
noth ing for the Mac. Mel no ticed I had n’t re ceived the free
6.2 up date so he sent me that one and I will get 7.0 when it is
in tro duced in July.

That’s it for this month. Meet me here again next month if
your ed i tor per mits. This col umn is writ ten to make user
group mem bers aware of spe cial of fers I have found or ar -
ranged, and my com ments should not be in ter preted to
en cour age or dis cour age the pur chase of prod ucts, no mat -
ter how en thused I might sound. Bob (The Cheap skate)
Click (dealsguy@mindspring.com). Visit my Web site at
http://www.dealsguy.com for past col umns.  :

DealsGuy, continued
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Con necting the Palm Pi lot to the Internet Cheaply
Cass Lewart (rlewart@monmouth.com)

On my re cent birth day, one of those big ones with a 0 at the
end, my wife Ruth, know ing that I am a gad get lover, gave me 
a Palm Pi lot IIIxe as a gift. She bought it lo cally and told me
that if I do not ap pre ci ate the gift I could re turn it. Well, on
one hand I dis like the “to-do” lists for which the Palm Pi lot is
fa mous. My cur rent “or ga nizer” con sists of a “week
at-a-glance” pocket cal en dar, which I re place ev ery year. On
the other hand I was quite im pressed by the clever de sign and
mul ti tude of soft ware avail able for the Pi lot. Then Ruth sug -
gested I hook the Pi lot to the Internet to read and re ceive
email. 
This sounded like an in ter est ing ap pli ca tion, so I started do -
ing some re search. I found that most Pi lot own ers use it
ex clu sively as an or ga nizer. Those with deep pock ets, or with
em ploy ers ready to pick up the tab, use a wire less mo dem or a
ca ble to con nect the Pi lot to their cel lu lar phone. Wire less
ser vices are quite ex pen sive, typ i cally $30-$50 per month. A
spe cial ca ble to con nect the Pi lot to a cel lu lar phone costs
over $90 and Sprint charges 39 cents/min ute for data calls. I
de cided that there has to be a better and less ex pen sive way to
con nect to the Internet with an ex ter nal mo dem and a phone
line. Af ter study ing the Pi lot man ual (it co mes as a book not
on a CD!) I found that the Pi lot has a built-in Internet ca pa ble
TCP/IP di aler. It also has a Mail pro gram for sav ing and com -
pos ing emails. All I needed then was a mail cli ent, some thing
like Eudora, but for the Pi lot. I did more re search on Usenet,
where there are two very ac tive news groups ded i cated to
pocket or ga niz ers:                                                      

alt.comp.sys.palmtops.pi lot and comp.sys.palmtops
Searching through these news groups I found a men tion of a
mail cli ent pro gram called ProxiMail. It is freeware and I
down loaded it from http://www.proxinet.com/. To com plete my
hard ware re quire ments, I still needed an ex ter nal mo dem and
a null mo dem. You can buy from 3Com a bat tery op er ated ex -
ter nal 33.6 mo dem for $169, but I found in my base ment a
small USR Sportster 33.6 ex ter nal mo dem dis carded a year
ago, and a null mo dem plug bought at a com puter show a cou -
ple of years ago for un der $5. 
My hard ware setup is now the Pi lot in its cra dle, the DB9 se -
rial plug from the cra dle con nected to a DB9/DB25 adapter,
which in turn is plugged into a null mo dem. The null mo dem
plugs into my USR ex ter nal mo dem. Finally a tele phone ca -
ble con nects the ex ter nal mo dem to the phone jack.
For the Pi lot soft ware to op er ate prop erly, I still had to con fig -
ure Con nec tion and Net work in the built-in Prefs and Mail
pro grams and also con fig ure the ProxiMail pro gram. 
I set up a new Con nec tion call ing it “Monmouth Internet”
(my ISP), set the Con nec tion Method as “Se rial to Mo dem”,
Dialing as “Touch Tone”, Vol ume as “Low”, Speed as
“115,200 bps”, Flow Ctl as “Au to matic”, Init String as
“AT&F&B1" (re store fac tory con fig u ra tion, set fixed DTE
speed). Though this string is es sen tial for my USR Sportster
mo dem, you may need a dif fer ent one for your mo dem. The

ini tial iza tion string has to com pen sate for the lack of Data
Ter mi nal Ready (DTR) sig nal from the Pi lot. Although the
ba sic AT com mands are the same for all mo dems, the ex -
tended AT com mands start ing with “&” vary from mo dem to
mo dem. Check the mo dem man ual.

In the Net work sec tion I set up a new Ser vice “Monmouth”,
filled out the User Name and Pass word, se lected as Con nec -
tion “Monmouth Internet” and gave it the lo cal phone num ber 
to dial. I set Con nec tion type to “PPP”, Idle time out to “1
Min ute”, I also check marked Query DNS and Au to matic IP
Ad dress. Though my mo dem would now dial and con nect to
my ISP, it still would not per form user/pass word au then ti ca -
tion — a  pos si ble bug in the Pi lot soft ware. I there fore used a
login script with “Wait For”, “Send CR” and “Send”
 commands se lected from the Pi lot menu. This worked!

Finally ProxiMail re quired en ter ing SMTP and POP pref er -
ences. The SMTP server for out go ing mail is for me
“smtp.monmouth.com”, the POP server for in com ing mail is
“mail.monmouth.com”. I also had to en ter my email ad dress
and name, Username and Pass word. There were sev eral more 
op tions to se lect. Paste ex tra head ers “No”, Trun cate mes -
sages “5 KB”, De lete from server “No”, Save “All mes sages” 
and Query for each mes sage “No”.

With this soft ware and hard ware setup I now tap with the sty -
lus the ProxiMail icon on my Pi lot menu and then tap “Get
Mail”, “Send Mail” or “Both”. The Pi lot di als au to mat i cally
through the ex ter nal mo dem, con nects to my ISP, au then ti -
cates user name and pass word, and a min ute later all my
in com ing email is in my Pi lot Inbox folder, all out go ing
email, pre vi ously com posed and saved in the Outbox folder,
is on its way to Internet re cip i ents. By this time my desk top
com puter just booted!

As there are mi nor dif fer ences be tween var i ous re leases of
the Pi lot OS, my “how to do it” for re lease 3.5.0 may not ap -
ply ex actly to your or ga nizer and you may have to mod ify it.
How ever, the hard ware setup should be the same as mine.

I have now an in ex pen sive way to “stay in touch” while on
 vacation. The only ques tion is — do I want it?   :
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PC Expo 2000
Mar tin J. Rosenblum

Be fore the show I went through the usual on line press reg is -
tra tion. I got email back, say ing that I was n’t el i gi ble for press 
reg is tra tion. I called and spoke to Randy Kane, the fel low
who signed the email. He was quite of fen sive, and I gathered
they were only in ter ested in the ma jor press and not in user
groups. I shrugged my shoul ders and gave up on talk ing to
him. I emailed Rich Brill to ask what he knew about it, and he
con firmed my impression, but hinted that he had ways around 
the ban. Not sur pris ing for such an en ter pris ing fel low.
Later, at In ter ga lac tic 13, the Long Is land Linkers were
up-in-arms over the is sue and look ing to draw up an all-out
at tack against the or ga niz ers, but I did n’t see any re sults from
this, though I did run into them later at the show.
Well, I reg is tered on line for the free ex hib its pass and de cided 
to go only on the sec ond day. I went, armed with my ACGNJ
busi ness card and a sam ple of my last year’s col umn on
PCExpo and went to the press reg is tra tion booth.
What-the-hell! Just sailed through. The press area was a bit
smaller than usual — fewer PC sta tions, and all oc cu pied
most of the time. I was in time for a crois sant and cof fee and
milled around a bit — fewer ta bles, too. I met Ken Werner,
Nut meg Con sul tants, who was here to cover the show from
the dis play side. We chat ted about mi cro dis plays, which
have ap pli ca tions to the eye glass-mounted de vices used in
VR and wear able dis plays. He told me that plasma dis plays
were get ting better and cheaper, but the high op er at ing
 voltage is still a hur dle.
The show started at 10 and I vis ited with APC to ask about my 
UPS prob lem. Then I went to the day’s key note — Jeff Bezos
from Am a zon.com. Thanks to my press badge, I was speeded
into the hall, past the wait ing throng. Met NY bu reau chief of
Jap a nese ver sion of Busi ness Week. Bezos gave a stim u lat -
ing talk, cen tered around Am a zon’s ef forts in per son al iza tion 
of the Am a zon por tal. Along the lines of the Napster de bate,
one au thor asked about prob lems get ting small stuff pub -
lished. Bezos stressed that the Net made it pos si ble to pub lish
even small num bers. He pointed out that you had to be in the
top ten to get mar keted in your neigh bor hood news store and
the top 10,000 for Barnes and Noble or Bor ders, but Am a zon
could han dle the most ephem eral niche mar ket. Some of the
more ve nial folks in the au di ence tried to dis cuss the drop in
stock price, but Bezos was all op ti mism. 
Had (free) lunch (sand wich+Coke) with a Brooklynite and a
cou ple of  folks from PCWorld. There were a num ber of ce -
leb ri ties vis i ble; from ZDTV: Sumi Das, Jim Lauderbach,
John Dvorak (who nod ded at me as if he knew me) but no
Kate or Leo. From Byte, Jerry Pournelle. Then I ran into a
pro ducer from ZDNet in the area of new prod ucts who did n’t
know who Jim Lauderbach was, she said that in spite of com -
mon his tory, she did n’t have much to do with the  magazines
or ZDTV.
Af ter lunch, I wan dered to the man age ment area to in quire
about the J. P. Da vis press event, which has al ways given me
lots of qual ity copy as well as a nice sup per. A strange thing
hap pened — Randy Kane ap proached, looked at my badge,

USB Sur vival Guide
Making the most of USB pe riph er als

while min i miz ing problems

Jan Axelson

So you’re in the mar ket for a new pe riph eral. Maybe it’s a
printer, scan ner, ex ter nal drive, or cam era. If so, chances are
good that many of the prod ucts you look at will have a USB
port in place of the par al lel, se rial, SCSI, or other port used by
pe riph er als in the past. In most cases, USB is the way to go.
It’s con ve nient, easy, and fast. But be cause it’s a new in ter -
face, it’s not yet fool proof, and a lit tle pre ven tion can go a
long way in sav ing you from pos si ble has sles. I’ll show you
how. But first, a lit tle back ground...
PC and pe riph eral mak ers are phas ing in the Uni ver sal Se rial
Bus (USB) as a re place ment for the ports that have been with
the PC since its be gin nings. If you’re run ning Win dows 98 or
Win dows 2000, you can use USB for your key board, mouse,
mo dem, ex ter nal disk drives, printer, scan ner, cam eras, and
more. Just about any pe riph eral that once used a par al lel port
or RS-232 se rial port is likely to have a USB ver sion avail able 
now. 
What’s so great about USB? When you at tach a new de vice,
Win dows de tects it and in stalls the driver soft ware for you.
You don’t have to worry about find ing a free IRQ (in ter rupt
re quest line) be cause all de vices share one IRQ as signed to
the USB host con trol ler. You don’t have to find a free ex pan -
sion slot be cause USB de vices con nect out side the box. With
in ex pen sive hubs, you can at tach pretty much as many de -
vices as you want (though there are prac ti cal lim its to how
many de vices can com mu ni cate on the bus at the same time).
USB’s speed is com pa ra ble to the par al lel port’s fast est
modes, and this will in crease 40x with the in tro duc tion of
hard ware that sup ports the new 2.0 spec i fi ca tion’s fast mode.
An other point in USB’s fa vor is that the older ports are be ing
elim i nated from new PCs and even tu ally won’t be an op tion,
while new in ter faces like IEEE-1394 (Firewire) aren’t widely 
avail able yet. The only snag is that USB’s sim plic ity for us ers 
means in creased com plex ity for the de vel op ers who de sign
and pro gram USB de vices and and the soft ware driv ers that
con trol them. Also, be cause USB is new, de vel op ers don’t
have a lot of ex pe ri ence with it. And al though Win dows 98
and 2000 have good low-level sup port for USB com mu ni ca -
tions, de vel op ers must still write de vice driv ers for the many
pe riph er als that don’t have class driv ers pro vided by Win -
dows. 
Of course, us ers don’t care about any of this. You just want
some thing that works! But the re al ity is that some USB de -
vices, on some ma chines, just don’t work as ad ver tised. If
you’re in the mar ket for a pe riph eral, fol low ing these rec om -
men da tions will save you pos si ble grief:
1. Be fore you buy, check the webboards for com ments and
pos si ble fixes. Two ex cel lent sources for user in for ma tion are 
the USB Im ple ment ers Fo rum’s Pub lic Newsgroup
(www.usb.org/fo rums/re tail/webboard.html) and USBMan’s
USBTalk webboard (www.usbman.com). If you see a lot of

con tin ued con tin ued 
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In ter ga lac tic 13
Mar tin J. Rosenblum

It al most did n’t hap pen! The same dis ease that hit PCExpo
seems to be in fect ing user group ac tiv i ties all around. A few
brave souls man aged to pull it to gether, how ever, and our
core spon sors (In tuit, Borland, Adobe, and oth ers) came
through once more. I met the ACGNJ gang at reg is tra tion and 
break fast. The lo ca tion was St. Ignatius Loyola School, 48 E
84 St. in the city. The meet ing (class) rooms were not air con -
di tioned and it was hot, but the ev ery body meet ings were held 
in an air-conditioned room.
We split up into var i ous work shops, and I picked “Re gional
Co op er a tion to En hance Pro gram Con tent.” Some of the
 areas for sug gested co op er a tion:
�Com puter Training, fo cus ing on mem ber needs. Danbury

Area Com puter So ci ety re ceived more than three hun dred 
386 PCs from a hos pi tal as so ci a tion that was  undergoing
a ma jor up grade.
�A NYPC rep sug gested we ad ver tise their many courses.

See cur rent their of fer ings at cat a log.com/nypc/classes.htm.
�Long Is land Com puter User Group has started a pro gram

of en cour ag ing the cre ation of se nior cit i zen “mem ory
books”. In struc tors are taken from the ranks of “at risk”
mid dle school stu dents. They of fer two grades, and the
mix of se niors and teens seems to work out just great.
�Hank Feinberg, who works with Amer i can Training Sys -

tems, Inc., sug gested we could check out and use his
Web-based train ing soft ware at americasfirehouse.com.

We also talked about the cost of pub lish ing a hard copy news -
let ter. One group charges mem bers $25 a year with the
news let ter and $18 a year with out it. It is avail able on line
with no re stric tions. In ter est ingly, most pay the ex tra $7. 
We then broke for the ven dor fair where we picked up some
nice give aways for fu ture meet ings, fol lowed by a deli lunch
where I learned from Ar nold Milstein a few tricks for my new 
Palm Pi lot, on which I took these notes. He beamed his copy
of the PCExpo pro gram to my Palm! Nifty! 
Af ter lunch I went to the Linux demo. Im pres sive! Ed Wein -
berg, even with mis matched dis play fa cil i ties, put Red Hat
6.2 Linux through its paces. One im pres sive feat was to run
Win dows un der VMWare un der Linux with very lit tle per -
for mance hit. Ed has a Web site at www.linuxguy.net, which
suf fers from the com mon mal ady of not hav ing been up dated
for some time. Gene Barlow from Cal dera was there and said
he will give talks on Linux, if asked nicely.
Then came “Planning for Re gional Co op er a tion,” at tended
by the whole crew. Jim Roy of NJPCUG at Bergen Com mu -
nity Col lege in Paramus pre sented some ideas on a Re gional
Web Page, ListServe and Net working
He has reg is tered “North East User Group As so ci a tion” as
www.neuga.org and www.neuga.net. So far it lists just his own
NJPCUG and the Westchester PC User Group. We’ll see if
any thing co mes of this in the fall! It’s meant to be pat terned
af ter the Florida As so ci a tion of Com puter User Groups.
Check them out at www.facug.org for a better idea of where we
can go with this. The Linkers vented their wrath at PCExpo
around this point, too, for seem ing to boot out the user group
com mu nity. :

and seemed quite ag i tated. He went off to con sult his data
base and a col league or two and came back to chal lenge my
right to be there as a mem ber of the fourth es tate. First he
asked for my busi ness card, so I gave him my ACGNJ
Internet SIG card. Not sat is fied, he asked if I had any ex am -
ples of my out put. Of course, I had the two is sues I had used to 
get in and showed them to him. He grumblingly as sented to
my le git i macy and wan dered off, not too happy. Oh, well!

On the whole, there was not as much neat new stuff to see as
we could have hoped. 

Sony was show ing a mockup of their PDA en try — no work -
ing ver sion, just vaporware. In spite of all that hap pened in
the mass stor age mar ket, there was not much fuss over new
CD-R hard ware or large, fast hard drives. I missed J. P. Da vis, 
where I usu ally get some good in for ma tion, be cause it was
held on the pre vi ous eve ning. Sorry, but pickin’s were thin
this year, and they may suc ceed in shov ing us out com pletely
next year. I hear they’re think ing of chang ing the name to
TechExpo, or some such.  :

 users tear ing their hair out in frus tra tion with a prod uct you’re 
think ing about buy ing, look else where. 
2. If you have a prob lem with a de vice, the first place to check
is the man u fac turer’s website for up dated driv ers and other
tips. Driver fixes are very com mon! 
3. If you can’t get some thing work ing, take or send it back
and try some thing else. Don’t spend a lot of time try ing to get
some thing go ing. Some times the prob lem is a flawed hard -
ware de sign or soft ware driver that the ven dor is un will ing or
un able to do any thing about. In that case, there’s re ally not
any thing you can do. 
On a more pos i tive note, ven dors are be com ing more dil i gent
about test ing their prod ucts rig or ously be fore they’re re -
leased. More and more de vices un dergo com pli ance tests that 
ex er cise not just data trans fers but also things like what
 happens when a user yanks the ca ble un ex pect edly. Many
man u fac tur ers also par tic i pate in Plugfests, where ev ery one
hooks their de vices to the same PC to find out if they all can
co-exist. The short an swer is that USB is the right choice
most of the time. But for now, when se lect ing a pe riph eral, a
lit tle cau tion is pru dent!
Jan Axelson (jan@lvr.com) is the au thor of USB Com plete:
Ev ery thing You Need to De velop Cus tom USB Pe riph erals.
Jan grew up in North Plainfield and Plainfield, NJ and grad -
u ated from Plainfield High (class of ’67). Her website is
www.lvr.com.  :

USB Survival, continued

PC Expo, continued
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Se lecting a New Lap top Computer
Dick Freymoyer (dickfrey1@aol.com), Princeton PC Users

For some time I have been search ing for a new, more pow er -
ful, lap top with some of the whis tles and bells. I looked at
Dell, and sev eral of the other big names, but I re ally did n’t
want to pay the high price they were ask ing. I have set tled on
one made by Pro Star since they seemed to have ex actly what
I wanted and the price was great. This 3100 se ries model has a 
14.1” TFT (Ac tive XGA) dis play, a 6GB hard drive, 8 MB
ATI Video card, a 6X DVD drive, a 56K V90 PCMCIA mo -
dem, 128 MB PC100 Ram, a PIII-500 pro ces sor CPU, the
usual built in Mi cro phone, ste reo speak ers, a Lith ium Bat tery
and a 3½" floppy drive. All of the above for only $2299 — not 
too shabby. A note book con fig ured like this from Dell would
cost well over $3000, and  know ing this made the Pro Star an
easy choice. I usu ally only have about 3½ GB of disk space
used on my com put ers, so I fig ured I re ally did n’t need a
larger hard drive. Maybe this will prove to be a mis take, but
time will tell. 
In the back of the lap top, there are two USB ports, a PS2 key -
board/mouse port, an In fra red port, TV/Video port, an S
Video Jack (TV Con nec tion), and a 1394 port. The 1394 port
was im por tant to me be cause I think we will soon see many
pieces of hard ware de signed for this tech nol ogy and I will be
ready for it. I still have one more PCMCIA slot left for what -
ever I would want to add, like a net work card or a SCSI card.
The war ranty is for one year and, of course, I could ex tend it
for 2 or 3 years. It cov ers ev ery thing for $149.95 and $229.95. 
The good thing about the ex tended war ranty from ProStar is
that you have more than 10 months to make up your mind.
I did n’t buy the lap top di rectly from ProStar, so they could
only cover me for the first year. The re seller had a deal on an
ex tended 3-year war ranty for $100 from Mack’s Video from
NJ and they told me that it’s a good out fit that has been in
busi ness for over 20 some years. The war ranty cov ers ev ery -
thing for the ex tended 3 years, giv ing me in re al ity a 4-year
war ranty (ex cept for hard drive) af ter the ProStar’s one-year
war ranty has ex pired. 
The DVD drive is great and will come in handy for me.  For
ex am ple, if you are trav el ing, you can watch a DVD movie at
night in your mo tel. I don’t own a DVD drive for my
TV-Audio En ter tain ment Cen ter yet and so I can use the lap -
top’s DVD Drive there for now. All I have to do is patch it into 
my sys tem or to my 21" PC Mon i tor. The floppy drive can be
changed to an LS-120 drive for around $100, not bad price,
but I de cided not to go this route because I have a 2.2 GB USB 
ORB Drive. With the ORB drive, I have the stor age avail able
and a means to share data be tween my com put ers, with out
net work ing them. I con tem plated chang ing the CPU to a 600,
but the re seller, said with the 128 MB Ram the PIII 500 CPU
would be fast enough. I have found this to be true. A carry
case was part of the pack age, nothing fancy, but it does the
job.
An other item in cor po rated into this note book is a Se cu rity
Con nec tor. This Con nec tion al lows you to in sert a steel ca ble
into it while wrap ping the other end around your desk. This is

de signed to pre vent some one from walk ing off with your lap -
top while you are out of your office, an all-too fre quent
oc cur rence.
One of the im por tant rea sons I like this note book is that you
can up grade the CPU, and it is a very easy task to per form. On
the un der side of the case there are two screws to re move the
fan and chip, then four more screws that hold the fan and heat
sink to the moth er board,  then you are home free. (Most lap -
top CPU’s are sol dered into the moth er board, so a CPU
up grade is out of the ques tion.)
I can still add an other 128 MB stick of mem ory — I only used
one slot for the 128-MB stick I had in stalled. To in stall the
mem ory, you sim ply pop the key board out by push ing on two
clips on the top and you have ac cess to the inside of the com -
puter. My old note book was a dead-end street — all I could do 
was up grade the mem ory and the hard drive. The dis play was
a 12" ac tive screen dis play, a big mis take, but you live and
learn. I pur chased my new lap top from The Com puter
Whole salers lo cated in Har ris burg (717-541-5075). I found
them very ac com mo dat ing and they took my old lap top in
trade.  I did have one prob lem with the lap top, a bad bat tery (it 
never charged fully). They gave me a new bat tery and that
took care of the prob lem. I have the op tion of ei ther dealing
with the dealer or ProStar for any prob lems that may arise for
this first year.
At this time, my new lap top is my fast est com puter in the
house and is a plea sure to use. My wife es pe cially loves the it,
so buy ing this new toy was pain less.
If you are think ing about a new lap top com puter, check out
ProStar’s site (www.pro-star.com) and be sur prised by the
prices. If you have any ques tions or com ments, please feel
free to email me.  :

FREE TO MEM BERS . Use our clas si fied sec tion
to sell off your sur plus com puter stuff. Send copy to
Clas si fied, ACGNJ NEWS, P.O. Box 135, Scotch
Plains NJ 07076 or via e-mail to the ed i tor,
bdegroot@ptdprolog.net. Clas si fied ads are free to
mem bers, one per is sue. Non-members pay $10. Send
check pay able to ACGNJ Inc. with your copy. Rea son -
able length, please. Dead line: 1st of  preceding month.
(For ex am ple, April 1 for May isssue.)

Clas si fied
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SIG News

con tin ued

PC Users Group
http://www.intac.com/~tinarock/pcug.html

Jo-Anne Head (tinarock@aol.com)

This group needs a leader. Af ter the June PC User Group
Meet ing, Jo-Anne stepped down as the SIG leader. She had
led the group for 6 years and felt she needed a change. If any -
one would like to lead the group for ward, please con tact
Jo-Anne at 908-769-7835 and she’ll help you get it go ing.  :

MCP Study Group
(Pre paring for Microsoft Cer tif i ca tion Exams)

http://www.scottsville.net/mcp.htm

Scott Vin cent (svincent@ix.netcom.com)
Wednes days from 7:00PM to 10:00PM ex cept for the 4th
Wed of each month. We re view typ i cal exam ques tions.
Those who at tend are encouraged to bring a PC prop erly con -
fig ured with: NT, 10BaseT net work card, and NetMeeting
2.1. Most of us have the 4-volume set of Exam Cram books.
We do not teach NT but help pre pare for the exam. Meet ings
are hands on and ev ery one is ex pected to par tic i pate. 
For more in for ma tion, in clud ing read ing as sign ments and
course schedule, visit us at the Web site above. :

Main Meet ing
http://www.acgnj.org/sig_mainmeeting.htm

Frank War ren (kb4cyc@webwarren.com)
2000-2001 Sched ule of Meet ings

Sep tem ber 8: (Com bined with PC Sym po sium) Firewall pre -
sen ta tion by AMDC. De tails in Sym po sium sec tion. Host
John Raff.
Oc to ber 6: Mo dem Tech nol ogies: POTS, DSL, Ca ble, and
Sat el lite mo dems. Which are better, worse, cost-effective.
Host John Raff.
No vem ber 3: Dig i tal Pho tog ra phy. Host Joe Ken nedy.
De cem ber 1 : GPS. There have been many new de vel op ments 
since the last pre sen ta tion. Host Frank War ren.
Jan u ary 5: Home Au to ma tion - Smart Home. Host Char lie
Huffsmith. 
Feb ru ary 2: Microsoft pres ents Windows ME (Mil len nium
Edi tion), Giveaways. Host Jo-Anne Head.
March 2: Build ing a Com puter. Host Ted Mar tin.
April 6: Use of Scan ners, Trans mitting Scanned Data via
Email. Host Jerry Entin.
May 4: No meet ing due to TCF 2001.
June 1: Web Tech nol ogies such as Dy namic HTML, Cas -
cading Style Sheets, XML, XHTML, XSL, and the use of
these tech nol o gies to do “neat” things to a website with very
lit tle ef fort. Host Mike Barlow. 
Any changes/up dates will be posted to the website above.  :

Lay man’s Fo rum
http://www.acgnj.org/groups/laymans.html

Matt Skoda (som359@aol.com)

We dis cuss is sues of in ter est to nov ice us ers or per sons who
are just in ter ested in get ting started. Lay man’s Fo rum meets
the sec ond Mondy of each month. Watch the ACGNJ Web
page for up dates.   :

C/C++ Users Group
http://www.blast.net/barnold

Bruce Ar nold (barnold@blast.net)
At the June 2000 CSIG Meet ing the sub ject was Cbcopy:
Copying files from the clip board. We dis cussed a pro gram by 
Joey Rog ers in this July’s C/C++ Users Jour nal: Copying
Files from the Clip board to a Com mand Prompt. You can
make DOS more of a first-class Win dows cit i zen with this
handy lit tle clip board util ity. I wanted to be able to copy files
from Win dows Ex plorer to the Com mand Prompt's ac tive di -
rec tory via the Win dows clip board. This ar ti cle pro vides a
very sim ple util ity, CBcopy, that will paste files cop ied onto
the Win dows clip board into a Com mand Prompt's ac tive di -
rec tory. CBcopy works by open ing the Win dows clip board
and que ry ing for a drop file han dle (CF_HDROP), which
points to a list of files cur rently on the clip board. The func -
tions OpenClipboard, GetClipboardData,
GetCurrentDirectory, Global Lock, DragqueryFile,
GlobalUnlock, and CloseClipboard are Win32-specific
APIs.) For more in for ma tion, visit the SIG Website above or
email Bruce. :

Lo tus Notes
http://www.njlnug.org

Mike Barlow (mwb@infinet.com)
Our meet ings are held on the third Tues day of the month at
the of fices of Bright Ideas Soft ware in Ed i son. You’ll find
 directions on our Web page.  :

Ran dom Ac cess
http://www.acgnj.org/groups/ran dom.html

Scott Vin cent (svincent@ix.netcom.com)
Those of us who have been in volved in com puter user groups
for a long time re mem ber when the Ran dom Ac cess Ses sion
was the only source of in for ma tion about your par tic u lar
com puter. Even though PCs and the soft ware that runs on
them are pretty much stan dard ized now, us ers oc ca sion ally
have prob lems or want more in for ma tion. 
Ran dom Ac cess is for ev ery one. There is no such thing as a
dumb ques tion. Ev ery one usu ally ben e fits from the dis cussed 
top ics re gard less of their level of ex per tise. Many of the reg u -
lars can help solve your prob lem or at least get you started in
the right di rec tion. 

Mul ti me dia & Mo bile
http://www.acgnj.org/groups/multi.html

Ste ven Ro dri guez  (cybertech72@big foot.com)
The Mul ti Me dia and Mo bile Com puting Ac tiv ity meets at 7
P.M. the same night as PC Users Group, and often in tro duces
the topic be ing dis cussed at PCUG.  :
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Lunics (Linux/Unix)
http://www.acgnj.org/groups/lunics.htm

Andreas Meyer (ahm@spies.com)
This is a group for those who share an in ter est in the Linux op -
er at ing sys tem and its rel a tives (UN*X, BSD, Co her ent,
AIX, etc. ). Cur rently there is a strong in ter est in Linux as an
al ter na tive to other op er at ing sys tems, es pe cially since there
is no charge for the sys tem. It and its source code are freely
dis trib ut able. Meet ings the first Mon day of the month. 
Af ter many years of lead er ship, Pe ter Fillingham de cided to
step down as SIG leader. We'd like to thank Pete for his
dedication, and hope that we can continue the same level of
enthusiasm he has shown. Starting in May 2000, Andreas
Meyer assumed lead er ship of the SIG. Andy has been
involved with computers, both as a hob by ist and
professionally, for over 25 years. He has owned a variety of
strange systems, including an AT&T 3B2. His first Linux
distribution was SLS 1.03 (SoftLanding System). He prefers
vi, but he still knows what his name does in TECO. Andy is a
Unix systems administrator at Lucent Technologies' Bell
Labs in Murray Hill, NJ.
Sep tem ber 4: La bor Day - No meet ing.
Oc to ber 2: “Home Au to ma tion us ing Linux” will be pre -
sented by Neil Cherry. :

Ge ne al ogy
http://www.webwarren.com/kb4cyc/gensig.html

Frank War ren (kb4cyc@webwarren.com)

The Ge ne al ogy SIG is for ge ne al o gists who have an in ter est
in com put ers and for com puter us ers who have an in ter est in
ge ne al ogy. We pro vide a fo rum to as sist  mem bers in fur ther -
ance of com put ing and ge ne a log i cal en deav ors. Meet ings
gen er ally fo cus on ge ne al ogy more than on com put ers. We
meet at 8:00 PM on the fourth Thurs day of each month.
In ad di tion to our Web page the SIG has an elec tronic mail ing 
list. Mes sages to be sent to the list should be ad dressed to
gensig@webwarren.com. Sub scrip tion re quests should be
ad dressed to gensig@webwarren.com and in clude the line
“sub scribe gensig” in the body of the mes sage. : 

Macintosh Users Group
http://dorm.rutgers.edu/~ksproul/ACGNJMUG.html

Keith Sproul (ksproul@noc.rutgers.edu)

The Macintosh group gen er ally meets on the fourth Fri day of
the month in Hill Cen ter, Room 114, Busch Cam pus, Rutgers
Uni ver sity, Piscataway, NJ. In June, No vem ber, and De cem -
ber, the meet ing is usu ally pushed to the third Fri day. The
meet ing starts at 7 pm. We meet in the Busch Cam pus Stu dent 
Cen ter Food Court for sup per around 5 PM for those peo ple
that come to the meet ing straight from work.  :

VBA & Ex cel
http://www.excelvba.home stead.com

Jim Ditaranto (fryr92a@prod igy.com)
Sep tem ber: No meet ing.
Oc to ber 23: Run ning Macros with But tons. There are two
types of but tons in Ex cel, the first is cre ated with the Forms
Tool box. The sec ond is cre ated with the Con trol Tool box and 
is only avail able in Ex cel 97 and Ex cel 2000. We will re view
the ad van tages and dis ad van tages of each by way of some
sim ple prac ti cal ex am ples.
VBA (Vi sual Ba sic for Ap pli ca tions) is cur rently im ple -
mented in Microsoft Ex cel, Microsoft Pro ject and Microsoft
Ac cess. In the fu ture, Microsoft will im ple ment VBA in
Microsoft Word and in Microsoft PowerPoint. Any one in ter -
ested in us ing any one of the Microsoft Of fice prod ucts and
VBA is urged to at tend.
Meet ings start at 7 P.M. on the fourth Mon day of the month.  :

Sym po sium
http://www.acgnj.org/groups/symposiu.html

John Raff (jraff@home.com)
Sep tem ber 8: Cur rent plans are to have AMDC to dis cuss and 
dem on strate their firewall. They have of fered a $500 re ward
to any one who breaches their new ap pli ca tion. I will keep you 
in formed. Keep an eye on our Website for  updates. :

In vesting
http://www.intac.com/~sheldonk/invsig

Shel don Koepf (sheldonk@intac.com)
There was no meet ing in Au gust, but put Sep tem ber 14 on
your cal en dar for our next meet ing. We will not have a rep re -
sen ta tive of In ves tor's Busi ness Daily (IBD) at this meet ing,
but I ex pect to have cop ies of IBD for all that at tend.
Co-chairman Dick Boyd had a bril liant idea, and we are
work ing on an Ex cel spread sheet which will work with data
from IBD to eval u ate an over all port fo lio and in di vid ual
hold ings to com pare strength and risk against the over all
mar ket. You may find this very use ful in mak ing those im por -
tant in vest ment de ci sions. Come Sep tem ber 14 and bring a
friend. You may learn some thing use ful about in vest ing.
I would like to ex tend an in vi ta tion to  cur rent and pos si ble in -
ves tors to at tend our group. We wel come new mem bers and
ideas. Our group in cludes new com ers to in vest ing and com -
put ing as well as those with 35 or more years of ex pe ri ence in
both. We do not sched ule a topic in ad vance, but try to re act to 
mar ket con di tions and pres ent ideas that are cur rent, and
(hope fully) prof it able. Our em pha sis is on in vest ing, and us -
ing the com puter to as sist. :

SIG News, continued

Internet

http://www.acgnj.org/groups/inetsig.html

Mar tin Rosenblum (m.rosenblum@ieee.org)

June 1: Phil King from INTAC gave the June talk and told us
the news about their big move from their own plant to a larger
fa cil ity with a NYSE-listed com pany. “Co-location” was the
key, with this larger firm of fer ing server ser vices to a large
num ber of cli ents and ap pli ca tions, with INTAC man ag ing
the ISP side of the combo.

Sep tem ber 7: There’s been a lot of ac tion over the sum mer,
so we’ll spend most of the time re view ing those events. Bring 
along your thoughts, and we should find lots to dis cuss. Don’t 
for get that we’ll start at 7:30 for newbies and the reg u lar
meet ing will start at 8 PM.  :
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ACGNJ MEM BER SHIP AP PLI CA TION

Fi nance
There are a num ber of ser vices that of fer on line quotes, but
one of the more in ter est ing new prod ucts of fered by one of
the old est ser vices, quote.com, is on line de layed trans ac tions
and charts on one screen. The trans ac tions and charts are 15
min utes de layed, in clude mul ti ple ex changes, and you can set 
the chart ticks to any thing from one min ute to three months.
It’s a day-trader’s de light, but re ally use ful to all kinds of in -
ves tors for the va ri ety of time-spans. Try it out at
www.quote.com/quotecom/livecharts.
The Fed has jumped onto the wire less Internet. “If your PDA
is equipped with a mo dem and has Internet ac cess, you can
log onto federalreserve.gov by point ing the PDA web
browser soft ware to www.federalreserve.gov/wire less/wire less.htm. 
“If you have a Palm™ VII handheld de vice, down load the
federalreserve.gov Palm™ VII web-clipping ap pli ca tion,
and then use Hotsync® tech nol ogy to trans fer the ap pli ca tion
to your Palm™ VII handheld. Down load the 5K ZIP file to
get the federalreserve.gov Palm™ VII ap pli ca tion. The ap -
pli ca tion was com pressed with PKZIP, and the soft ware to
ex pand it is avail able from PKWARE’s Web site.” (Poor old
Phil Katz, the “PK” in PKZIP, died this past year. Had a brief
chat with him at last year’s PCExpo.)
Way back in their June 12 is sue, Busi ness Week’s col umn,
The Barker Port fo lio, has a piece “Shedding some light on
your risk.” I would guess that all of us in ves tors know some -
thing about as set al lo ca tion and di ver si fi ca tion, but not too
many of us pay much at ten tion to mea sures of vol a til ity of the 
items in our port fo lio. We can now check the risk i ness in our
port fo lio at www.riskgrade.com, a free (but you have to reg is ter)
ser vice of RiskMetrics, a spin-off of J.P. Mor gan who used
the tech niques to help an a lyze the protfolios of big fi nan cial
in sti tu tions. It’s not ex actly like beta which, I think, uses the
S&P 500 as a base line, but is based on a di ver si fied bas ket of

stocks from around the world. I’m afraid it’s still not my ideal
in stru ment, since I don’t think it pays at ten tion to cross cor re -
la tions of the is sues in your port fo lio. (Two stocks, both with
high risk mea sures, can track to gether, fluc tu ate in op po site
di rec tions, or be com pletely in de pend ent. That knowl edge
would be re ally use ful for port fo lio de sign.) 

ZDTV’s moneymachine rec om mends a sim pler appoach. A
bit less so phis ti cated is the as set al lo ca tor tool on the Wall
Street Jour nal’s www.smartmoney.com site. Click on tool tab,
As set Al lo ca tor link and let me know how it works for you.

An other prod uct men tioned with some trep i da tion by
moneymachine is Yodlee for the Web. It’s not too easy to fig -
ure out ex actly what it is, but it seems to of fer the abil ity to
co or di nate in for ma tion from many dif fer ent in sti tu tions. It
even man ages all your pass words for you. Trust it? Try
www.yodlee.com.

Sci ence

When I was gath er ing ma te rial for last month’s ar ti cle, I was
watch ing ZDTV one day and caught an an nounce ment of
some new, dra matic Mars pho tos, but I could n’t find a ref er -
ence on their Web site. Bah! Then a few days lat ter, while
surf ing around CNN, I found a ref er ence! Hosted by Malin
Space Sci ence Sys tems is a grow ing col lec tion of over
25,000 pho tos taken by the Mars Global Sur veyor Sat el lite,
launched in 1996. Check out a sam pler at mars.jpl.nasa.gov/mgs
and click on Lat est MGS Im ages. Or visit the whole ar chive at 
www.msss.com/mars_im ages/moc and click on Ar chive. (Note: NS 
popped me over to ex cite when I tried this, yet worked with
“in dex.html” tacked on the end. Then I could strip off the in -
dex.html and it still worked OK. Any one know what’s go ing
on here?

More next month.  :

Internet Corner, continued



Other Local Computer Groups
 Prince ton Macintosh User Group : 7:15 pm 2nd
Tues day, Jadwin Hall, Prince ton U. (609)
252-1163

NY/NJ/CT Re la tional Da ta base User Group:
Cor po rate and in de pend ent us ers. (212) 839-0125

New York Per sonal Com puter Club: For in for -
ma tion call hot line, (212) 533-NYPC

Com puter Ed u ca tion So ci ety of Phil a del phia:
7:30 pm, 2nd Wednes day, St. Asaph’s Epis co pal
Church. Lee Le’mon, (717)786-2260

Brookdale Com puter Users Group: 7 pm,3rd
Fri day, Fo rums 103 at Brookdale Com mu nity Col -
lege, Lincroft NJ. Andrea Tarr (732) 229-2959.

Macintosh User Group : Third Tues day, Dick son
Hall, Montclair State Uni ver sity, Montclair NJ.
(973) 655-5274, http://www.njmug.org.

WordPerfect SIG of PCUG of So. Jer sey: 2nd
Tue., Queen of Heaven School, Cherry Hill; 4th
Wed., Cherry Hill Li brary. (609) 354-1159.

Hunterdon Com puter Club: 8:30 am to noon 3rd 
Sat ur day, Hunterdon Med i cal Cen ter, Rt 31, Flem -
ing ton. (908) 995-4042

PC Club of South Jer sey: 7 pm, 2nd Tues day,
Holy Cross HS, Route 130, Delran NJ. Pat
Murphy, (609) 428-8759

Phil a del phia Area Com puter So ci ety: 3rd Sat., 9
am Main Meet ing, groups fol low. Drexel U., Phil a -
del phia. Pat Murphy, (609) 428-8759

Cen tral Jer sey Com puter Club : 8 pm, 4th Fri -
day, Rm 74, Armstrong Hall, Tren ton St. Col lege.
Rich Wil liams, (609) 466-0909.

NJ PC Users Group: Bergen County Com mu nity
Col lege, Paramus NJ. Maureen Shan non, (201)
853-7432

Mor ris Mi cro Com puter Club: Bill Traywick,
(973) 635-5393.

Fairlawn Com puter Club: Last Mon day,
Fairlawn Se nior Cit i zen Cen ter. Joe Mathias
(fair.lawn.com puter.club@juno.com)

Prince ton PC Users Group: 2nd Mon day, Law -
rence Li brary, Rt 1 & Darrah Ln, Lawrenceville,
Paul Kurivchack (908) 281-3107,
http://www.ppcug-nj.org

Work shop, Hands-On: 2 P.M. to Mid night on last Sat ur day of the month. First United Meth od ist Church, Church and At lan tic Streets (one mile from GSP
exit 117A), Aberdeen NJ. Bring your pro ject, com puter and ex ten sion cord. For in for ma tion call Burke Mawby, (908) 566-7445.

From New York City or North ern New Jer sey

Take ei ther Route 1&9 or the Gar den State Park way to US 22
West bound.

From South ern New Jer sey

Take Park way north to Exit 135 (Clark). Stay on left of ramp and
fol low cir cle un der Park way. Bear right onto Cen tral Av e nue; fol -
low to Westfield and un der RR over pass. Left at light onto North
Av e nue; fol low to light in Fanwood. Right onto Martine (which
turns into Park Ave.). Right onto Bartle Av e nue in mid dle of shop -
ping dis trict.The Scotch Plains Res cue Squad is lo cated on the
right. It is a two-story brick build ing. Please do not park in the row
next to the build ing.

From I-78 (ei ther di rec tion)

Take exit for Scotch Plains (Exit 41) and fol low signs to US 22.
Turn right at light at bot tom of hill and use over pass to cross over
low US 22 West bound di rec tions.

Directions to Meetings at Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, 1916 Bartle Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ

From US 22 West bound

Exit at Park Av e nue, Scotch Plains. The exit is af ter a McDonalds
Res tau rant on the right, di ag o nally op po site the Scotchwood Diner
on the left, and im me di ately be fore the over pass. Af ter ex it ing, turn 
left at the light and use the over pass to cross US 22. Bear right at
bot tom of ramp to con tinue south on Park Av e nue. Turn left at the
sec ond light (a stag gered in ter sec tion). The Scotch Plains Res cue
Squad is lo cated on the right. It is a two-story brick build ing. Please
do not park in the row next to the build ing. We nor mally meet up -
stairs, en ter ing by the door at the right front of the build ing.

From West ern New Jer sey

Take US 22 East bound to the Park Av e nue exit. The exit is about a
mile past Terrill Road and im me di ately past the over pass. Exit onto 
Park Av e nue South and fol low the di rec tions above to the Res cue
Squad build ing.

ACGNJ Hot line

(908) 322-4654 

ACGNJ Bul le tin Boards

The ACGNJ Bul le tin boards were shut
down in April due to lack of in ter est. Of
all the other bul le tin boards pre vi ously
listed in this spot,  only one is still in op -
er a tion:

(732) 739-3693 Dave Wrobel

For a com pre hen sive list ing of NJ
bul le tin boards, look for and down -
load GSBBS???.ZIP (Gar den State
BBS List).

Ra dio and TV Pro grams
Com puter Ra dio Show,  WBAI 99.5
FM, New York, Wednes day 8-9 p.m.

Soft ware Re view TLC Sat.10 p.m.

On Com puters, WCTC 1450 AM,
New Bruns wick, Sunday 1-4 p.m. To
ask ques tions call (800) 227-7770.
Com puter Talk , WPHT 1210 AM,
Sat ur days 11 a.m-1 p.m.

Free Help Line

Dell Com puter: Sun days 1-4 P.M.
(800) 677-0874. Call with your ques -
tions.

KGP Com puter Shows
(More at http://www.pcshow.com)

Sep. 16-17: South Jer sey Expo Cen -
ter, Pennsauken NJ 
Oct. 7-8: NJ Con ven tion Cen ter, Ed i -
son NJ (Raritan Cen ter). Sat. 10-4 &
Sun. 9 AM to 2 PM (Early close due to 
Jew ish hol i day) 
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Fri day, Sep tem ber 1, 2000
Main Meet ing has been re sched uled for Sep tem ber 8. Frank War -
ren, kb4cyc@webwarren.com, 908-756-1681

Mon day, Sep tem ber 4, 2000
8 P.M. - Lunics, No Meet ing this month. Andreas Meyer,
ahm@spies.com, 908-382-4297 

Wednes day, Sep tem ber 6
7 P.M. - MCP Study Group, Scott Vin cent, 
svincent@ix.netcom.com, 973-361-5793

Thurs day, Sep tem ber 7
8 P.M. - Internet, Mar tin Rosenblum, m.rosenblum@ieee.org ,
973-376-8965.

Fri day, Sep tem ber 8
8 P.M. -  Main Meet ing & PC Sym po sium. John Raff, 
jraff@home.com , 973-533-0664

Mon day, Sep tem ber 11
8 P.M. - Lay man’s Fo rum, Matt Skoda,  som359@aol.com, (908)
359-8842.

Wednes day, Sep tem ber 13
7 P.M. - MCP Study Group, Scott Vin cent, 
svincent@ix.netcom.com, 973-361-5793

Thurs day, Sep tem ber 14
8 P.M. - Com put er ized In vesting, Shel don Koepf,
sheldonk@intac.com , 973-740-2489.

Fri day, Sep tem ber 15
7 P.M. - Mul ti me dia & Mo bile Com puting, Ste ven Ro dri guez,
cybertech72@big foot.com . 

8 P.M. - PC Users — Check ACGNJ Website.
Tues day, Sep tem ber 19

7:30 P.M. - C/C++ Users, Bruce Ar nold, barnold@blast.net,
908-735-7898. 

8 P.M. - Lo tus Notes, Mike Barlow,  mwb@infi.net. Meet ing at of -
fices of Bright Ideas Soft ware, Ed i son NJ. Info Line: (732)
417-5778 ext 5.

Wednes day, Sep tem ber 20
7 P.M. - MCP Study Group, Scott Vin cent, 
svincent@ix.netcom.com, 973-361-5793

Fri day, Sep tem ber 22
7 P.M. - Macintosh Users Group, meet ing at Rutgers Uni ver sity,
Piscataway. Keith Sproul,  ksproul@noc.rutgers.edu ,
732-821-4828.

8 P.M. - Ran dom Ac cess, Com puter Q&A, Scott Vin cent,
svincent@ix.netcom.com, 973-361-5793

Mon day, Sep tem ber 25
7 P.M. - VBA (Vi sual Ba sic, Ex cel) Meet ing Can celed, James
Ditaranto, fryr92a@prod igy.com, 973-772-7171.

Thurs day, Sep tem ber 28
8 P.M. - Ge ne al ogy, Frank War ren, kb4cyc@webwarren.com ,
908-756-1681. :

For the very lat est news on ACGNJ meet ings  visit the ACGNJ Web Page (http://www.acgnj.org)

All club meet ings, un less oth er wise noted, are at Scotch Plains Res cue Squad, 1916 Bartle Ave., Scotch Plains, N.J.
Di rec tions and map in side back cover.
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